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REPORT
REPORT TO:

Mayor R. Bonnette and Members of Council

REPORT FROM:

Damian Szybalski, Sustainability Coordinator

DATE:

April 26, 2010

REPORT NO.:

PDS-2010-0046

RE:

Greater Toronto Area – Clean Air Council
2010 Inter-Governmental Declaration on Clean Air and
Climate Change
File No.: D27-GT GTA-Clean Air Council

RECOMMENDATION:
THAT Report No. PDS-2010-0046, dated April 26, 2010, regarding the Greater Toronto
Area Clean Air Council 2010 Inter-Governmental Declaration on Clean Air & Climate
Change be received for information purposes;
AND FURTHER THAT Council endorse the Mayor’s attendance at the 2010 Clean Air
and Climate Change Summit on June 2, 2010 as well as the signing of the Greater
Toronto Area Clean Air Council 2010 Inter-Governmental Declaration on Clean Air &
Climate Change on behalf of the Town of Halton Hills;
AND FURTHER THAT Town staff be directed to take all appropriate and feasible
actions to implement the Greater Toronto Area - Clean Air Council 2010 InterGovernmental Declaration on Clean Air & Climate Change, while recognizing resource
limitations and local sustainability priorities;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this report be forwarded to the Region of Halton, the
City of Burlington, the Towns of Oakville and Milton, the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities, the Greater Toronto Area – Clean Air Council (Clean Air Partnership),
and ICLEI (Local Governments for Sustainability) for their information.

PURPOSE OF REPORT:
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of the contents of the
draft Greater Toronto Area Clean Air Council 2010 Inter-Governmental Declaration on
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Clean Air & Climate Change prior to its official public release and signing at the
upcoming 2010 Clean Air and Climate Change Summit to be held at Toronto City Hall
on June 2, 2010. A copy of the draft Declaration is attached as Appendix ‘A’ to this
report. The draft Declaration will likely be subject to further refinements prior to its public
release.

BACKGROUND:
Since becoming a member of the GTA-Clean Air Council (GTA-CAC), the Town has
attended the 2008 and 2009 Smog Summits, and signed the 2008 and 2009 InterGovernmental Declarations on Clean Air.
Established at the 2001 Smog Summit (now called the Clean Air and Climate Change
Summit), the GTA-CAC is a program of the Clean Air Partnership. The GTA-CAC is an
inter-governmental working group composed of federal, provincial and municipal
government representatives who are committed to tackling air pollution and climate
change, and to working collaboratively towards developing healthy and sustainable
communities. This work is facilitated through monthly meetings of the GTA-CAC
members.
The Town is represented at the GTA-CAC by the Office of Sustainability. At present, the
GTA-CAC has 26 members, including 24 Greater Toronto Area municipalities, plus the
Government of Ontario and the Government of Canada.

COMMENTS:
At the 2010 Clean Air and Climate Change Summit, the eleventh such summit, federal,
provincial and municipal government leaders will announce new initiatives that they will
be taking and collaborating on in order to address air pollution and climate change.
The Summit is an opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments of the GTA-CAC
members as well as to commit to taking further actions. It is a venue where GTA-CAC
members commit to working collaboratively to develop healthy and sustainable
communities. It is also an opportunity to exchange ideas and learn from best practices.
The 2010 Summit will focus on providing an update on the progress made with respect
to the actions and targets specified within the 2008 and 2009 Declarations. GTA-CAC
member municipalities that have achieved the Declaration’s targets will be recognized at
the Summit with ‘recognition certificates’. The recognition certificates are planned to be
awarded in the following areas:
•

Development of Action Plans outlining actions aimed at reducing energy use and
mitigating air pollution and climate change.

•

Development of community Bicycle/Pedestrian Plans aimed at increasing a
modal shift from single occupancy vehicle use to active transportation.
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•

Corporate/Community green development and green roof policies and practices.

•

Green Energy Purchasing and Production Actions.

•

Conversion of traffic signals to light emitting diode (LED) technology.

With respect to the above, the Town may potentially qualify for up to two ‘recognition
certificates’. The first certificate could relate to the Town’s Cycling Master Plan which is
now nearing completion. The efforts of the Cycling Master Plan in increasing the modal
shift from single occupancy vehicle use to active transportation will be complemented by
the Town’s existing Pedestrian Charter.
The second recognition certificate could potentially relate to the use of LED technology
in the Town’s traffic signals. By the end of 2010, approximately 75% of the Town’s
traffic signals will be converted to the more energy efficient LED technology. Compared
to traditional incandescent traffic signals, an LED unit reduces energy use by
approximately 90% with a savings of about 50% per intersection.1 Depending on
available funding, the objective is to replace all Town traffic signals to LED technology
by the end of 2011. In addition, the Town installed 22 LED pathway lights as part of a
pilot project to study the effectiveness of LED technology.
With respect to the remaining areas, the need for action plans aimed at reducing energy
use, and mitigating air pollution and climate change are anticipated to be addressed
through the Town’s Integrated Community Sustainability Plan. The structure for the
development of such a Plan is currently being explored by the Town Sustainability
Advisory Committee. In addition, Halton Hills Community Energy Corporation intends to
develop a Community Energy Plan which may assist with green energy purchasing and
production related actions. Lastly, the issue of green development policies/practices has
been identified by the Staff Sustainability Team as one of its action priorities for
implementation (at least partially) during the remainder of 2010 – resources permitting.
The draft 2010 Clean Air and Climate Change Summit agenda consists of:
•
•
•
•
•

An update on the 2008 and 2009 GTA-CAC Declaration actions and targets;
Awarding of the recognition certificates;
Highlight of the GTA-CAC member actions aimed at improving air quality and
addressing climate change;
Signing of the 2010 Declaration; and
Network opportunity for municipal political representatives.

2010 Declaration
The final Greater Toronto Area Clean Air Council 2010 Inter-Governmental Declaration
on Clean Air will be officially released publicly and signed at the upcoming 2010 Summit

1

Although the LED units decrease energy use by about 90%, the savings per intersection are about 50%
since the controller cabinets' electricity consumption does not change.
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on June 2, 2010. As a member of the GTA-CAC, the Town of Halton Hills has been
invited to sign the 2010 Declaration.
The 2010 Declaration builds upon the 2008 and 2009 Declarations. Therefore, some of
its content is the same. Some of the actions contained within the 2008 and 2009
Declarations are being carried forward in the 2010 Declaration. Many of these actions
align well with the recommendations of the Green Plan, and the work plans of the
Office of Sustainability, Staff Sustainability Team and the Town Sustainability Advisory
Committee.
Key contents of the draft 2010 Declaration include:
•

A common understanding shared by the GTA-CAC members. This includes
recognizing that air pollution has adverse human health, ecosystem, economic
and quality of life impacts. Air quality and climate change issues are closely tied
to land use and transportation planning.

•

Actions which GTA-CAC members commit to taking in order to address air
pollution and climate change, and to develop healthy and sustainable
communities. Among other things, Declaration signatories (including the Town
of Halton Hills) would be committing to:

•

o

Develop an integrated map of bicycle lanes, paths and trail systems across
the GTA.

o

Develop implementation, monitoring and reporting Action Plans that specify
actions that can serve to reduce energy use, and mitigate air pollution and
climate change.

o

Research financing options to support energy efficiency and green energy
actions.

o

Explore the role of sustainable food initiatives in reducing the amount of
energy used throughout the food-system.

o

Research the role of urban forests in reducing air pollution and climate
change impacts.

o

Identify opportunities for reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions from the transportation sector.

List of previously agreed upon actions from the 2009 and 2008 Declarations,
including commitments to:
o

Develop a Green Procurement Toolkit.

o

Develop a Sustainability Performance Matrix to rank new developments on
their ecological footprint.
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o

Prepare a Local Food Solutions Paper to provide guidance for the
implementation of a local food procurement policy.

o

Identify barriers to phasing out disposable water bottles.

o

Prepare actions plans to reduce energy use, and mitigate air pollution and
climate change.

o

Develop community Bicycle/Pedestrian Plans.

o

Convert traffic signals to light emitting diode (LED) technology.

o

Pilot test LED technology for street, pathway and garage lighting.

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Signing the Declaration will assist the Town in meeting its Strategic Plan objectives, in
particular, the Strategic Directions of: (i) Foster a Healthy Community; and (ii) Preserve,
Protect and Enhance Our Environment.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Although the Town’s continued involvement with the GTA-CAC aligns well with the
Office of Sustainability’s workplan, additional resources will likely be required to
implement specific Declaration actions (e.g. the development of Green Development
Standards). Future reports pertaining to specific actions committed to by the Town in
signing the GTA-CAC 2010 Declaration may be brought to Council for its consideration.
The timing and extent to which the actions specified within the 2010 Declaration will be
acted upon will, to a large degree, hinge on the priorities of the Town, and staff and
financial resources available towards implementation.

COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT:
There is no direct communications impact associated with this report, aside from a copy
of this report and associated Council recommendation being forwarded to the relevant
stakeholders as per the recommendation of this report.
In addition, official invitations to attend the 2010 Declaration have been forwarded by
the GTA-CAC to political representatives. All interested members of the public will also
be encouraged to attend.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:
The Town’s involvement with the GTA-CAC and its participation in the 2010 Smog
aligns well with the recommendations of the Green Plan and the Office of
Sustainability’s workplan.
For example, Recommendation #42 of the Green Plan calls for the development of a
policy whereby Town staff will automatically source green products whenever possible.
Recommendation #66 recommends building on the knowledge gained by working with
other proactive organizations such as the GTA-CAC. The Office’s workplan calls for the
implementation of Green Development Standards. Therefore, by working towards the
implementation of the Green Plan and the Office’s workplan, the Town will
simultaneously implement parts of the 2010 Declaration.
In signing the Greater Toronto Area Clean Air Council 2010 Inter-Governmental
Declaration on Clean Air & Climate Change, the Town will once again be accepting a
leadership role on behalf of Halton Hills as to a commitment to sustainability. It will also
continue to fulfill the Mayor’s Green Plan Task Force’s recommendation which called for
the Town to become an active member of the GTA-CAC.

CONSULTATION:
There is no direct consultation impact associated with this report.

CONCLUSION:
The purpose of this report was to provide Council with an overview of the contents of
the draft Greater Toronto Area Clean Air Council 2010 Inter-Governmental Declaration
on Clean Air & Climate Change prior to its public release and signing on June 2, 2010 at
the 2010 Clean Air and Climate Change Summit in Toronto.
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This report recommends that Council endorse the signing of the final Declaration by
Mayor Rick Bonnette on behalf of the Town of Halton Hills. Importantly, the report also
recommends that Town staff take all appropriate and feasible actions to implement the
actions contained within the Declaration, while recognizing resource limitations and local
sustainability priorities.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________
Damian Szybalski, M.Sc.Pl, MCIP, RPP
Sustainability Coordinator

B.D. MacLean, BA, MCIP, RPP
Director of Planning, Development &
Sustainability

Dennis Y. Perlin
Chief Administrative Officer
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APPENDIX ‘A’ to Report No. PDS-2010-0046
-DRAFT Greater Toronto Area Clean Air Council
2010 Inter-Governmental Declaration on Clean Air & Climate Change–
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