
W hen ,-u - l•lde the 
stairway 

If you find smoke on }'OlLr wa}' down the stairs, 
leave that stain,'ar as soon as you car). In so,ne 
bui1dings, sorne dool's leading from 1..hc smir
way to tl1c con;dor may be locked. But aL least 
every five noors c.he doors will not lock so you 
can leaye the SLaitway. 
• Use an othe r smin-r.l)' if it is dear of sinoke. 
• lf you can'1. use any stain \•ay, return to your 

ap,u1m<:ut if you (;(In, or go into .:!fl)' co l'1i do1· 
and bang on aparunem doors until you find 

~1 place to ,~:ake sheller. 
• Never go to the roof. 

S1noke usuaJly rises to 
the t◊p of Lht stairway. 
Ooo,·s opening onto 
the roof arc locked and 
)'Ou could be trapped. 

• Rem.ember, whe1·e,·er 
rou are , if 1here is smoke, 
crawl low under it. The a.ir 
is cJeaner near 1.he noor. 

If you N · ml■ I■ your 
aparlr■ent 

You must protect you~ lffrom .smoke. Stay in 
) 'OlLr apartmclll un til you arc rescued ( >r un til 
yo u a re co ld l O le-a"·e. This may take a long 
time. Oo not t.ry to leave your aparune,u a long 
time afle r the alarm has sounded . The longel' 
you " ~c1it, the more risk there is lh at hca\')' 
smoke will ha"c spread into su1.in,1:i )'S at1d 
cori-idors. Your chances of survival arc less. 
• Keep i;moke fr<nn enter ing }'OUI' aparuneiu. 

Use duct tape I<) seal cracks a1•ound the door 
a nd place wet towels at the bottom. Seal vents 
or (li r duc;1.:, lhe same way. 

• ff smoke emers your aparu:ncnt: 
. Telephone th e fi l'e deparunclll. tell t.hem 

wltt:n: )'Ou att: and ll\en mow: to the balcony. 
Close the doors behi1)d you. 

1f )'Oll don't have a 
balcony. go to tJ1c 
nu:,s1 smoke-free 
room, close the door 
and seal it with tape 
and lO\'l'els. 
Open lhe window 
for fresh air. 

• Show yom· rescuers 
where you are by 
hanging a shee t from 
the window or 
balcony. 
Keep l ow 10 Lhe 
Ooor where the air 
is cleaner. 
I .is1e1• rc,r i 11i1iLructic1ns from authoti ties. 

Re1n .. 111er,,.._.-,.1y 
begins with you. 

Find out about 
fire safety in your 
hnildif)g. 
For more infor
rna1io11 to help 
you s orvi\!¢ a fi re, 
ask your building 
managemenl 
o r 1.hc fire 
dcpanrncnt.. 
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Fire ••~ ll•yh• with you 
Learn whaL to do if a fire happens in your 
building. This is the bcsl ,..-..,y to prolcct 
yoursc]f and those around you. 
This brochure contains general advice for . 
tcn:tnts of buildings that arc three store)~ lugh 
or more. lfyou live in a building with fewer 
1.han 1J-iree s 101'e)'S, ialk rn your superi1uenden1. 
or landlord and work out a persona] fire safety 
phm. Oo it now! 
Everv fire is differenL You must act quickly 
whc~ you hear the a larm o r_ ~isCO\'Cf a fire. You 
mu.sl a lways protect )'O\trsdf from smoke. 
Remember, most people die from smoke, 1101. 
fire. Herc is what to do. 

If there Is a fire In your 
......... .mt 

• Tell everyone in your a paranem to lea,•e. 
• Close all doors behind you. 
• Pull Lhe fire aJarm on your floor and yell fire. 
• Lca,·c the building using the nearest stairwa)', 
• Call the fi re department when you are safo. 
• Meet tl1e firefighters at the fro11l . 

eml"ance and Lell Lhein " 'here the fil'e 1s. 

W hen 'JO• hear 
the Fire Alarm 
Jo go Of' to day ••• the 
decision " yours. 
Most of the time, the bes t 
thing to do in a fire is lea\'e 
the building as soon ~1$ 

po.~sible. But in soir1e cases 
you may not be able to lc~1vc 
and you may have lO stay m 
your aparune,u. In either case 
rou ffHL'"IL act quickl)'· No rnattct 
what your decision you mu.st 
protect yourself from the 
smoke. 

1111 

If you decltle to leave 
the bullcllng 

Check tJ-1c door to your apartment. 
If smoke is entering from around 
the door, do not open il. 
Pro1er1 ro111'!lt:lffro,rn smoke 
inside your apa.nmenL as 
described later in this 
bl'OChllre. 
• If thel'e is no smoke,brace 

vourself and open the 
door a little. 
. lf )'OU see smoke or 

feel heat, close Lhe 
door quickly and 
protect yourself. 

- lf the corridor is 
clear, take your ke)'S, 
lock rour door, and 
go to the nearest srairwa)'· 

, DO NOT USE Tl IE ELEVATOR. 
• Open the nearesl scain,•ay door ~rcfuUy. 

. lf there is no su, oke, use Lhe sta1rw,1y to 
leave tile building. 

. If there i'i smoke, do noL emel'. 
Close the door. Go lo another 
stairwa)' and open t.hc door 
carefully. 

• ff lherc i.s no sm ok.c here. 
use this srairwa)' lO 
leave 1he buildi 11g. 

• fflhel'e IS smoke, do 
not enter. If thcl'c arc 
otlu.:r SL:'lil'W(l)'S, tr)' 
them. If 1here are 
not, return to 
youl' apanmenl 
and protect yourself 
from smoke. 


