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Vision Georgetown Open House – April 17, 2018
Highlights Report
Meeting overview
On April 17, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. the Town of
Halton Hills hosted the final Public Open
House for the Vision Georgetown Secondary
Plan. The purpose of this open house was to
provide an overview of the draft secondary
plan policies and some of the technical
background studies including the urban
design guidelines, heritage resources and
transportation plan. Over 59 people attended
and participated in the meeting.
The first part of the meeting was a drop-in
format with display panels providing
information on the Secondary Plan policies
including permitted land uses, the urban
design guidelines for high density/mixed use
areas, major/local commercial areas and
The open house was held at the Hillsview Active Living Centre
major institutional/school and community
in Georgetown
centre areas, the community structure and
the transportation plan (see Appendix A). Participants had the opportunity to review the
information on the panels, write their comments and post them on the appropriate display
panels.
The second part of the open house included a half-hour presentation by the consultant team.
The presentation provided a summary of what had changed from the Secondary Plan
alternatives presented at the previous open house held in September, 2017. In addition, the
presentation included an overview of the draft Secondary Plan policies and the draft urban
design guidelines. After the presentation, participants again had the opportunity to visit the
display panels, provide their feedback and ask questions of the project team. Town Staff and
representatives from the consultant team were available to answer questions at each display
board. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Event Promotion
Notification of the public meeting was provided through a variety of avenues as follows:
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Two
T
large billlboard signs
s are located
d on the
su
ubject lands
s, one on Tra
afalgar Road
d and the
other on Eigh
hth Line.
y 450 prope
Approximatel
A
erty owners within
w
120 metres of
o the Vision Georgetown
n lands
were
w
mailed the
t notice off the public
workshop.
w
Notification
N
was
w emailed to 625 peop
ple that
have subscrib
bed to the prroject email
notification lis
st.
Two
T
newspap
per ads adve
ertised the event.
e
The
T main Tow
wn of Halton
n Hills web page
p
advertised the
e public worrkshop.
Details
D
of the
e Open Hous
se were distrributed
th
hrough the Town’s
T
Twitte
er and Facebook
accounts.

Online Engagemen
E
t
After the public open
n house, the display
panels were
w
shared online
o
on the
e Town’s
Let’s Talk Halton Hills platform to
o encourage
e
other stakeholders in
nterested in the
t project to
review th
he draft Seco
ondary Plan and provide
e
their feed
dback. Appro
oximately eig
ght
comments were rece
eived via the
e Let’s Talk
Halton Hills platform.. Additionally
y, an email
was sentt to the Proje
ect’s email list
encourag
ging those sttakeholders that
registere
ed to be keptt informed to
o provide the
eir
feedback
k using a link
k to the Let’s
s talk Halton
Hills page. A summa
ary of all feed
dback
received on the draftt Secondary Plan during
n
the open house and on the Let’s Talk Halton
d below. An asterisk (*)
Hills page is provided
is used to
o illustrate comments mentioned
more tha
an once.

Feedback was also provide
ed through The T
Town’s Let’s
n Hills engageme
ent platform.
Talk Halton
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Summary of what we heard
Community Structure:
The following comments were received regarding
Community Structure:










Concerned with the location of the
proposed joint Catholic elementary/high
school on Eighth Line. The school should
be planned inside the community for the
safety of the kids.
Recommendation to consider combined
offices/daycare areas from which people
could telecommute near their kids in an
office/daycare setting.
The area should include another hospital
The Community Core should be away from
Participants provided their comments on the display boards
providing information on the Draft Secondary Plan Policies,
the main corridor to decrease traffic
draft design guideline, community core, and transportation
distractions, increase the community feel
plan,
and increase traffic flow efficiency.
Would like more protected green space to ensure that green space and farm land is
continued to be protected in the Town.
Some aspects that add value to the secondary plan include: planning for future transit in
the streetscape, an additional high school, the major and local commercial areas (areas
for entertainment and mixed use areas), the variety of walkable spaces and the trail
connections. The trail connections should provide access to Hungry Hollow trails.

Major Institutional Areas, Schools, Library and Community Centre:
Participants provided the following comments regarding the Sustainable Design Guidelines for
the Major Institutional Areas, Schools, Library and Community Centre:




The community centres, splash pads and playgrounds identified in the Plan are really
good ideas for this community.
There should be sufficient parking available in the commercial areas
Concerned that there might not be a need for another library since the Downtown
Georgetown Library is not too far from the area.
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Core Commercial Area:
The following comment was received regarding the Sustainable Design Guidelines for the Core
Commercial Area:


The adjacent buildings to the core square should also incorporate best practices in
design with quality materials to ensure safety and longevity.

Transportation Plan:
The following comments were received regarding the Sustainable Design Guidelines for Core
Commercial Area:








A buffer of green space should be kept along roadways to accommodate future growth
in surrounding and existing areas.
Traffic lights are needed to access Trafalgar Road. The future four lane road will be
dangerous particularly with vehicles speeding and all the heavy trucks.
The primary traffic corridor should be separated from the community core. Having a
primary corridor near the community traffic area would increase safety and traffic flow
concerns.
The plan should look at ways to mitigate traffic volume, speed and ensure pedestrian
safety at the intersection of Eighth Line and Miller. A round-about should be built for that
intersection in order to improved traffic flow in all directions and reduce traffic speed. It is
proven to be safer, more efficient and to improve the flow of traffic.
Eighth Line is not equipped to accommodate the increase in traffic that construction and
Major Commercial expansion will cause. If there are plans to widen Eighth line they
should be expedited and additional street lights and signage should be added for safety.

High Density Residential and Mixed Use Areas
Participants provided the following comments and questions regarding the Sustainable Design
Guidelines for High Density Residential and Mixed Use Areas:



Would like geothermal heating/cooling incorporated in all dwellings.
The style of architecture should be in keeping with the feel of an old historical town like
Georgetown. Quaint, warm and inviting with a cozy feel would be better suited in this
area.
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Major Commercial Area:
The following comments were provided regarding the Sustainable Design Guidelines for the
Major Commercial Area:





Would like to know the total number of houses by type (semi-detached, townhomes and
detached homes) proposed to be built in this community.
The community should be built using the best quality building material, including natural
materials, to ensure longevity. Attention should be given to detail on all facades.
Zoning should allow maximum space used for residential use and low density homes
should be zoned to include possible secondary units (i.e., Basement apartments)
Suggestion to plan for additional places for entertainment, such as coffee shops, a
movie theatre, and more restaurants*.

Land Use Plan and Permitted Uses:
The following comments were provided regarding the Sustainable Design Guidelines for the
Major Commercial Area:




This community should provide affordable housing opportunities and a mix of housing
options, including purpose built rentals*. Provincial Regulations for Inclusionary Zoning
now allows municipalities to force developers to include affordable housing units in
residential developments. Inclusionary Zoning should be implemented in the community
to increase affordable housing options in the Town.
The Plan does a good job at balancing the small-town feel that existing residents of
Georgetown value, while incorporating some additional amenities (community centre,
library, new town square, and more retail) that are needed to engage the growing
number of children and young adults in the area*.

Local Commercial Areas:
Participants provided the following comments regarding the Sustainable Design Guidelines for
the Local Commercial Area:





In general, participants liked the core model*.
The plan should consider the health/wellness needs of nature connections and access to
natural space.
Areas should be designed specifically for live/work balance.
There should be greater focus on natural space and less focus on low rise residential.

Other Comments:



The Plan continues to include our property in the NHS. This should be addressed as per
previously submitted concerns sent to Town
Many rural homes adjacent to Vision Georgetown are without affordable, reliable
internet. The Town should urge the telecommunication companies that will serve Vision
Georgetown to also provide affordable and reliable internet to the neighbouring rural
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residents. This would help mitigate the rural areas on the fringe getting all the negative
consequences of development(traffic, pollution, noise, disturbances, debris on road, etc.)
but none of the benefits (internet, water, gas, etc.).
Vision Georgetown needs to be expedited to ensure that job opportunities, schools,
community centres and other amenities are provided in the Town*. The Municipality will
benefit from the development revenue and residents will benefit from having a variety of
amenities closer to home like our neighbours in Oakville and Milton. Change should be
embraced. Resisting inevitable change will simply leave us in a position of not being
prepared.
There is nothing new in this plan and there is still no allowances made for a dog park.
With all these extra people coming in, in the future, there should be a dog park in the
area.
Concerned with the changes that may be forced by the Southwest Georgetown
Landowners Group which may alter the proposed Secondary Plan.

What Happens with the Feedback?
Staff will consider the feedback received at the April 17, 2018 meeting and during the online
consultation period on Let’s Talk Halton Hills to refine the proposed secondary plan policies and
prepare a final recommended Secondary Plan. The Secondary Plan will be brought forward to
the Planning, Public Works and Transportation Committee Meeting and Council in early-July. If
adopted by Council, the Secondary Plan will be forwarded to the Region of Halton for review
and approval.
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Appendix A ̶ Display Panels Vision Public Open House (April 17, 2018)
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