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B1. AGRICULTURE POLICY IN THE ROP 

The table below provides a line-by-line review of each ROP policy with respect to the 
Agricultural System that includes the potential implication of each policy and identifies 
updates required in the Town OP. It is noted that directions in the ROP policy have been 
highlighted in yellow and specific actions for the Town have been identified in red text. 

Table A: Agricultural System and Agricultural Area policies in the ROP. 

Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

92. The Agricultural System, as shown on Map
1E, consists of two components: lands
designated as Agricultural Area and those
parts of the Region’s Natural Heritage
System outside the Key Features or where 
the only Key Feature is a significant earth 
science area of natural and scientific interest. 
While the second component is subject to the
relevant goals, objectives, permitted uses and 
policies as parts of the Region’s Natural
Heritage System, agricultural operations are 
compatible uses and are promoted and
supported within these areas as part of the
Agricultural System. 

• The ROP identifies the 
agricultural system and 
recognizes the importance
of promoting and
supporting these areas. 

• The ROP distinguishes 
prime agricultural areas in
the agricultural system. 

• Action: The Town OP has 
to include policies that 
address the agricultural
system and the prime
agricultural areas. The 
Town OP also needs to 
map these areas. 

93. Parts of the Agricultural System that are
Prime Agricultural Areas as shown on Map 
1E are subject to the policies of Sections 
139.9, 139.9.1 and 139.9.2. 

100. Subject to other policies of this Plan, 
applicable policies of the Greenbelt Plan and
Niagara Escarpment Plan, and applicable
Local Official Plan policies and Zoning By-
laws, the following uses may be permitted in
the Agricultural Area: 

• The ROP outlines 
permitted uses in the
agricultural area. 

• Action: The Town OP may
to permit the same uses (or 
less) as the ROP. 

100(1) All types, sizes and intensities of agricultural 
operations, 

100(1.1) normal farm practices,
100(2) existing uses,
100(3) single detached dwelling on existing lots, 
100(4) dwelling(s) accessory to an agricultural 

operation, which must be mobile or portable if
located within the Niagara Escarpment Plan
Area, 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

100(5) non-intensive recreation uses such as nature 
viewing and pedestrian trail activities, only if 
the lands are publicly owned or are part of the
Bruce Trail, 

100(6) forest, fisheries and wildlife management, 
100(7) archaeological activities,
100(8) transportation and utility facilities, 
100(9) accessory buildings or structures, 
100(10) incidental uses, 
100(13) uses permitted in an approved Niagara

Escarpment Park and Open Space
Master/Management Plan, if the subject land
is located within the Niagara Escarpment
Plan Area, 

100(14) home occupations and cottage industries with 
a gross floor area not exceeding 100 sq m or
25 per cent of the residential living area,
whichever is lesser, 

100(15) bed and breakfast establishments with three 
or fewer guest bedrooms,

100(16) veterinary clinics, only if located on a 
commercial farm secondary to the farming 
operation, and serving primarily the 
agricultural community.

100(17) Animal kennels, only if located on a
commercial farm, secondary to the farming 
operation, and in conjunction with a single 
detached dwelling. 

100(18) Watershed management and flood and 
erosion control projects carried out or 
supervised by a public agency, 

100(20) sanitary landfill operation and accessory
uses, only on the Halton Waste Management
Site shown on Map 1,

100(21) following uses only if located on a commercial 
farm and secondary to the farming operation: 

a) home industries with a gross floor
area not exceeding 200 sq m, 

b) retail uses with a gross floor area not 
exceeding 500 sq m and the majority 
of the commodities for sale, measured 
by monetary value, produced or
manufactured on the farm, 

c) agriculture-related tourism uses with a 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

gross floor area not exceeding 500 sq 
m, and 

d) small-scale businesses that provide
supplementary income to the farming 
operation provided that: 
i. such uses are permitted by

specific Local Official Plan
policies and Local Zoning By-
laws; 

ii. their scale is minor and does not 
change the appearance of the
farming operation; 

iii. their impact such as noise,
odour and traffic on surrounding
land uses is minimal and will not 
hinder surrounding agricultural 
uses; and 

iv. they meet all Regional criteria as
stated in the On-Farm Business 
Guidelines adopted by Council; 

e) subject to site plan approval by the
Local Municipality, horticultural trade 
uses provided that: 
i. the use meets all the criteria 

under Sections 100(21)d); 
ii. the farm property

accommodating the use is at
least 4 hectares in size ; 

iii. at least 70 per cent of the arable 
area of the farm property
accommodating the use is
dedicated to the growing of
horticultural plants; 

iv. the use is located within the 
existing farm building cluster,
with only minor rounding out of
the cluster permitted provided
that there are no tree removals; 

v. the gross floor area for the use 
does not exceed 500 sq m; 

vi. the outdoor storage area for the
use does not exceed 1,000 sq 
m; 

vii. the use including buildings, 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

outdoor storage, parking areas,
and loading/unloading zones is
adequately screened from
neighbouring properties and
public highways; and 

viii. the use can be accommodated 
by the private water supply and 
waste water treatment systems
located on the property. 

100(22) following site-specific uses, recognized
through individual amendments to this Plan: 

a. a horse racetrack and accessory uses
on the part of Lot 7 north of Highway
401, Lot 8 and Lot 9, Concession III, 
former Township of Nassagaweya, in
the Town of Milton, 

b. industrial and ancillary uses on private
services located generally on the west
half of Lot 6, Concession III, in the 
Town of Halton Hills, 

c. a seasonal special event
commercial/recreational attraction and 
accessory uses located on part of Lots
7 and 8, Concession VIII, New 
Survey, in the Town of Milton, former 
Township of Trafalgar, 

d. a driving range and accessory uses
on the north half of the west half of Lot 
18, Concession XI, former Township
of Esquesing, in the Town of Halton 
Hills, 

e. office, manufacturing and
warehousing uses with a total gross
floor area not exceeding 16,300
square metres and a total site area 
not exceeding 10.3 hectares on Part
of Lots 32 and 33, Concession I, 
N.D.S., Town of Oakville. The uses 
may be developed on private services
as a demonstration project; however,
it is intended that this area will be 
serviced with urban services in the 
future. Prior to development occurring 
on this site, the landowner must: 

• The ROP identifies site-
specific permitted uses that
have been the subject of
an amendment to the ROP. 

• Action: These uses will 
have to remain as site-
specific permitted uses in
the Town’s OP. 
Specifically, these include: 
100(22) b, d, f, g, h, I, k, m, 
n, p, r, r, s. 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

i. [i] enter into an agreement with 
the Region to pay the
Development Charges
applicable for the uses at the
time when urban services are 
required; 

ii. [ii] obtain the necessary
approvals from the Ministry of
the Environment and the Region
for any on-site private servicing
systems; and 

iii. [iii] satisfy the Region in terms of 
transportation access to the site, 

f) a church and existing private, non-
commercial cultural and outdoor 
recreational uses, connected to the 
Region of Peel’s water service, on an
aggregate land area not exceeding 29 
hectares on the east half of Lot 6, 
Concession XI, former Township of 
Esquesing, in the Town of Halton 
Hills, 

g) a golf course and accessory uses on 
the west half of Lot 7, Concession II, 
former Township of Esquesing, in the
Town of Halton Hills, 

h) a golf course and accessory uses on 
the east half of Lot 10, Concession X, 
former Township of Esquesing,, in the
Town of Halton Hills, 

i) a new 9.3-hectare golf driving range
and a new or expanded 929-square-
metre day use education facility on
lands in the east half of Lot 6, 
Concession II, former Township of 
Esquesing, in the Town of Halton 
Hills, to be further described by an
amendment to the Town of Halton 
Hills Zoning By-law 74-51 to be
prepared in consultation with the
Region of Halton, 

j) residential use on private services on 
two land parcels identified in the
Halton Land Registry Office by 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

property identification numbers
07196-0146 and 07196-0147 as of 
April 13, 2000 and located in Lot 17,
Concession I, N.D.S., in the City of 
Burlington, 

k) a painting and sandblasting operation 
and accessory office use located on a 
2.7-hectare parcel of land generally
on the west half of Lot 1, Concession 
IX, former Township of Esquesing, in
the Town of Halton Hills, 

l) a golf course, practice range,
clubhouse and accessory uses on the
east half of Lots 7 and 8, Concession 
VII, former Township of Trafalgar, in
the Town of Milton, and on the basis 
of private services notwithstanding
Section 101(1.3) of this Plan, provided
that the landowner obtains the 
necessary approval from the Ministry
of the Environment, Conservation 
Halton and the Region for any water
takings and treatment systems, from
the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation Halton and Town of 
Milton for water takings, wastewater
disposal systems and water
reservoirs. Accommodation shall be 
limited to the single detached dwelling
as of November 28, 2005, 

m) a municipal sports facility, associated
parking, cemetery, expanded
municipal works yard and related uses
on part of Lot 18, Concession VII, 
former Township of Esquesing, in the
Town of Halton Hills, 

n) a golf course and accessory uses on 
the west half of Lot 9, Concession III, 
former Township of Esquesing, in the
Town of Halton Hills, 

o) a golf course, club house and
accessory uses on part of Lots 4 and
5, Concession VIII, of the former 
Township of Trafalgar, in the Town of 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

Milton. Notwithstanding Section
101(1.3) of this Official Plan, such 
uses may be permitted on the basis of
private services provided that the
landowner obtains the necessary
approvals 

p) a golf course and accessory uses on 
the west half of Lot 10, Concession III, 
former Township of Esquesing, in the
Town of Halton Hills, 

q) a church of no more than 1,250 sq m
gross floor area and associated 
parking occupying no more than 8 per
cent of the total property area in the
southeast corner of the property on
lands described as Part of East Half of 
Lot 7, Concession II, former Township
of Esquesing, in the Town of Halton 
Hills, 

r) a cemetery and related ancillary uses,
excluding a crematorium, on Part Lot
18, Concession VII (Esquesing) in the
Town of Halton Hills, and 

s) a joint use facility combining a private
elementary school and day care with 
an equestrian centre on lands
described as Part of the East Half of 
Lot 30, Concession VIII, former 
Township of Esquesing, in the Town 
of Halton Hills, provided that: 
i. the maximum gross floor area of

the private elementary school
and day care shall not exceed
929 sq m with the total height
not to exceed 10.67 m; 

ii. there shall be no facilities for 
overnight accommodation of 
students and/or staff within the
school facility or on site; and 

iii. there shall be no use of the 
horse barn and riding arena,
and the hay and equipment
storage barn for human
habitation, or for industrial or 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

commercial use 

101. It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP directs local 
municipalities to recognize

101(1) Require Local Official Plans to recognize the 
Agricultural System as identified in this Plan 
and Local Zoning By-laws to permit 
agricultural operations within the Agricultural
System in accordance with policies of this 
Plan. 

the agricultural system in
their OP and Zoning By-
law to permit agricultural 
operations in the 
agricultural system. 

• Action: The Town OP will 
have to recognize the
Agricultural System in the
OP and Local Zoning by-
laws to permit agricultural 
operations in the 
agricultural system in 
accordance with the 
policies of the ROP. 

101. It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP recognizes that
aquifer management plans

101(1.1) Adopt and update from time to time, and
incorporate by amendment to this Plan
appropriate recommendations of an Aquifer
Management Plan that will, among other
things: 

a) determine whether the groundwater
resources can support in the long
term activities and land uses within 
the Agricultural Area and the Region’s
Natural Heritage System and in those
parts of the Urban Area that rely on
well water supply; 

b) identify those areas which are
susceptible to water quantity and
quality problems; 

c) identify those areas where good
quality water is generally available to 
sustain additional rural settlement; 

d) examine the impact of private,
individual wastewater disposal 
systems on the quality of
groundwater; and 

are subject to change and
reserves the right to update
the ROP by an amendment 
to recognize such changes. 

• Action: No direct action 
required. 
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Section  ROP Policy   Potential Implications for  
Town OP   

e) propose procedures for the on-going      
monitoring and protection of the     
aquifers.   

101.  
 
101(1.2)  

It is the policy of the Region to:      
 
101(1.2) Prohibit the creation of new lots for         
residential purposes except in Hamlets or       
Rural Clusters.    
 

•  

•  

    The ROP restricts new lot  
  creation for residential  

   purposes to Hamlets or 
  Rural Clusters. 

     Action: The Town OP will 
    have to restrict new lot  

  creation for residential  
   purposes to Hamlets or 

  Rural Clusters. 
101.  
 
101(1.3)  

     It is the policy of the Region to: 
 

    Require that all development in the 
        Agricultural System be only on the basis of

     private, individual well water supply and 
     private, individual waste water treatment
     system that conform to Regional By-laws and 

     standards, and to Provincial legislation, 
regul    ations and standards, wi    th the following 
exception:  
 

 a)     connections to a private communal 
    water system may be permitted 

     subject to confirmation through any
appli    cable Environmental Assessment 

     Act approval and all necessary
     authorizations being obtained, for the

  following buildings, structures or
     vacant lots of record located on No. 1  

      Sideroad and Tremaine Road in the 
     City of Burlington, Town of Mil  ton and  

   Town of Oakville and legally 
 described as follows:   

 i.     dwelling on the property with
   property identification number

 24927-0022,  
 ii.   dwelling on the property with 

   property identification number
 07201-0064,  

 iii.     dwelling on the property with 

•  

•  

    The ROP requires all
  development in the 

   Agricultural system to
   occur privately on well  
    water supply and individual 

  wastewater treatment 
  system. These systems 

   must conform to the 
  Regional By-laws and 

  standards and Provincial 
   legislation, regulations and
 standards. 

     Action: The Town OP will 
   have to require all 

  development in the 
    Agricultural System to be 

 on private servi  ces. None  
  of the exceptions outlined 
    in policy 101(1.3)a apply to 

 the Town of Halton Hills. 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 

vii. 

viii. 

ix. 

x. 

xi. 

xii. 

xiii. 

xiv. 

property identification number
07201-0063, 
dwelling on the property with
property identification number
24927-0110, 
dwelling on the property with
property identification number
07201-0049, 
dwelling on the property with
property identification number
07201-0048, 
dwelling on the property with
property identification number
07201-0062, 
main house, farm house, 
cottage and barn well on the
property with property
identification number 07201-
0018, 
existing vacant lot of record as
of May 2, 2007 on Tremaine 
Road with property identification
number 07201-0066, 
existing vacant lot of record as
of May 2, 2007 on Tremaine 
Road with property identification
number 24927-0109, 
existing vacant lot of record as
of May 2, 2007 on Tremaine 
Road with property identification
number 07201-0011, 
existing vacant lot of record as
of May 2, 2007 on No. 1
Sideroad with property
identification number 07201-
0104, 
existing vacant lot of record as
of May 2, 2007 on No. 1
Sideroad with property
identification number 07201-
0097, and 
existing vacant lot of record as
of May 2, 2007 on No. 1
Sideroad with property 
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Section    ROP Policy  Potential Implications for 
  Town OP 

  identification number 07201-
 0105.  

 101. 
 
101(4)  

     It is the policy of the Region to: 
 
Adopt, after consultation with the Ministry of 

     the Environment and other affected parties,
 Guidelines for Hydrogeological Studies and

     Best Management Practices for Groundwater
  Protection that contain, among other things, 

    design standards for private services, 
    minimum lot sizes taking into account

     infiltrative capacity of the soils and 
   hydrogeological information, guidelines for 

  undertaking hydrogeological studies,
    procedures for processing development 

appli  cations on pri    vate services, and criteria 
      by which the Medical Officer of Health 

      determines a water supply to be inadequate 
    or the impact of a private wastewater 

   treatment system to be unacceptable.  

•  

•  

•  

    The ROP recognizes the
    need for guidelines for

 hydrogeological studies 
   and best management

   practices for ground water 
   protection for development

   in the Agricultural Area. 
  The Town OP could  

  acknowledge that
  development in the 

    Agricultural Areas will have
  to consider these  

 guidelines. 
   Action: No direct action  

 required. 

 101. 
 

 101(1.5) 

     It is the policy of the Region to: 
 
Consi   der recreation uses  includi  ng golf  

     courses and driving ranges in the Agricultural
      Area only by site-specific amendment to this 
      Plan unless permitted by specific policies and  

 provided that:  
a)       the proposed use meets the

  requirements of Secti  on 139.9.2(3) 
 where applicable,   

b)        the proposed use be subject to the
following conditions:  

 i.     any changes to the natural 
   topography are kept to a 

minimum;   
 ii.    buildings and structures are 

      minor in scale and are located in  
  a manner that wi   ll secure an 

    open-space character of the 
 area;  

 iii.    there is no overnight 
accommodati   on for users or  

    guests of the facility;  
 iv.    landscaping and berms are  

•  

•  

    The ROP indicates that 
recreati   on uses including  
gol   f courses and driving 
ranges  i    n the Agricultural

    Area will be considered on  
  a site-specific amendment,

   subject to permitted
   specific policies and other

exceptions.  
     Action: The Town OP will 

    also have to consider the  
  above recreation uses on a 

  site-specific basis, unless 
   permitted by specific

   policies or the exceptions 
 of the ROP.  
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

provided where necessary to
secure an open-space character
of the area; 

v. the impact on adjacent 
agricultural operations is kept to
a minimum, through the
preparation by the proponent of
an Agricultural Impact
Assessment to the satisfaction 
of the Region; 

vi. if the use involves significant
taking of ground or surface
water, the proponent must
demonstrate, through a detailed 
study and to the satisfaction of
the Region, that the water 
resource in the general area will 
not be adversely affected; 

vii. in addition to meeting the
requirements of Sections 118(3)
and 139.3.7(4), there should be
a net gain, or at the minimum no
net loss, of overall natural 
features and areas or their 
ecological functions as a result 
of the development, through
appropriate studies, site designs
and mitigative measures, to the
satisfaction of the Region; and 

viii. the design and construction of
the use are in keeping with the
Golf Course and Recreational 
Facilities Best Management
Guidelines adopted by Regional
Council. 

c) Within the Greenbelt Plan Protected 
Countryside Area of the Greenbelt 
Plan, the following additional
requirements will apply: 
i. the use is not located in a Prime 

Agricultural Area; and 
ii. the major recreational use

policies of the Greenbelt Plan
have been satisfied. 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

101 It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP recognizes the
importance of and requires 

101(1.6) Recognize and protect lands within the
Agricultural System as an important natural
resource to the economic viability of 
agriculture and to this end: 

a) Direct non-farm uses to the Urban 
Area, Hamlets and Rural Clusters 
unless specifically permitted by
policies of this Plan. 

b) Promote the maintenance or 
establishment of woodlands and 
treescapes on farms. 

c) Encourage farmers to adopt farm
practices that will sustain the long
term productivity of the land and
minimize adverse impact to the
natural environment. 

the protection of the
Agricultural System as an
important natural resource
to the economic viability of
agriculture. 

• Action: The Town OP will 
have to include policies
that recognize and protect 
lands within the Agricultural 
System in accordance with 
the ROP policies. 

101. It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP requires
compliance with MDS for

101(1.7) Require that new land uses, including the
creation of lots, and new or expanding
livestock facilities within the Agricultural 
System comply with the provincially
developed Minimum Distance Separation 
formulae. 

new land uses within the 
Agricultural System. 

• Action: The Town OP will 
have to include policies
that require MDS
compliance for new land 
uses within the Agricultural 
System. 

101. It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP requires new
development to complete

101(1.8) Require an Environmental Impact
Assessment for new development in 
accordance with Sections 118(3), 118(3.1)
and 139.3.7(4). 

an Environmental Impact
Assessment in accordance 
with policies in Sections
118(3), 118(3.1) and
139.3.7(4) 

• Action: The Town OP will 
have to include policies
that acknowledge the
Region’s requirement for
the completion of an
Environmental Impact
Assessment for new 
development in 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

accordance with Sections 
118(3), 118(3.1) and
139.3.7(4) of the ROP. 

101. It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP identifies the 
components that comprise

101(1.9) Ensure that Key Features, identified in 
Section 115.3 that may exist outside the
Regional Natural Heritage System are
protected in accordance with Section 139.12. 

Key Features in Section
115.3 and requires the
protection of such features
even when they are 
present outside of the
Regional Natural Heritage
System. 

• Action: The Town OP will 
have to identify the
components of Key
Features and include 
policies to ensure
protection of such features. 

101. It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP recognizes the
importance of agriculture

101(2) Recognize, encourage and protect agriculture 
as an important industry in Halton and as the 
primary long-term activity and land use
throughout the Agricultural System, and to
this end: 

a) Support and develop plans and
programs that promote and sustain 
agriculture. 

b) Monitor, investigate and periodically 
report on its conditions, problems, 
trends and means to maintain its 
competitiveness. 

c) Adopt a set of Livestock Facility
Guidelines to support and provide
flexibility to livestock operations and
to promote best management
practices in improving their 
compatibility with non-farm uses. 
These guidelines shall be developed 
in accordance with Provincial Plans 
and policies, including but not limited 
to Minimum Distance Separation 

as an industry and as a 
long-term activity and land
use in the Agricultural 
System. 

• The ROP also provides
direction on how it intends 
to achieve protection of
agriculture in the
Agricultural System. 

• Action #1: The Town OP 
will have to include policies
in the Official Plan that 
reinforces the ROPs policy
to recognize, encourage,
and protect agriculture. 

• Action #2: The Town is 
required to apply MDS
formulae in their Zoning
By-law. 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

formulae and the Right to Farm
legislation. 

d) Require Local Municipalities to apply 
provincially developed Minimum 
Distance Separation formulae in their 
Zoning By-laws. 

e) Require the proponent of any non-
farm land use that is permitted by
specific policies of this Plan but has a 
potential impact on adjacent
agricultural operations to carry out an
Agricultural Impact Assessment (AIA),
based on guidelines adopted by
Regional Council. Approved 2013-10-
21 

f) Support programs to reduce
trespassing on agricultural operations
and discourage the location of public
trails near agricultural operations. 

g) Preserve the agricultural land base by
protecting Prime Agricultural Areas as 
identified on Map 1E. 

100. It is the policy of the Region to: • As above, the ROP 
recognizes the importance 

101(3) Recognize, encourage and support
secondary industries essential to Halton’s 
agricultural industry and as a major
contributor to its economic base and to this 
end: 

a) Promote the location of major
secondary agricultural processing,
manufacturing, wholesaling and 
retailing operations within the Urban
Area. 

b) Promote life science industries in 
Halton that complement and support 
agriculture, where appropriate. 

c) Promote the location of farm support 
operations within the Urban Area and
within Hamlets. 

d) Ensure that Local Official Plans 
provide opportunities and directions 
for the development of these 
industries. 

of agriculture as an 
industry and as a long-term
activity and land use in the
Agricultural System. 

• Action #1: The Town OP 
will have to include policies
in the Official Plan that 
reinforces the ROPs policy
to recognize, encourage,
and protect agriculture. 

• Action #2: The Town will 
have to include policies
that provide opportunities
and directions for 
development of industries 
in accordance with the 
ROP policy 101(3). 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

101. It is the policy of the Region to: • As above, the ROP 
recognizes the importance 

101(4) Recognize, encourage, protect and support
Halton’s farmers and agricultural operations 
and to this end: 

a) Consult with and support Halton’s 
farm organizations. 

b) Maintain a broad-based Agricultural
Advisory Committee to advise Council 
on agriculture-related matters and 
review and comment on AIAs 
provided under this Plan. 

c) Provide sewage sludge suitable for
fertilizer, subject to Regional and
Provincial environmental protection
guidelines. 

d) Ensure, in cooperation with the Local
Municipalities, enforcement of Weed
Control By-laws. 

e) [Section number not in use.] 
f) Promote diverse and innovative 

farming that caters to local and 
regional specialty markets. 

g) Introduce programs that will
encourage visitors to experience and 
understand agricultural operations in 
Halton. 

h) Support a farm-fresh produce network
that promotes direct sales of farm
produce and related products to 
residents, local businesses and 
visitors. 

i) Support provincial and federal
programs to attract farmers to Halton. 

j) Encourage the Local Municipalities to:
i. permit, without creating a new 

lot, one second dwelling within
the existing farm building cluster
of an active farm for 
accommodating full-time farm
help. Such permission shall be
restricted to only portable or
mobile dwellings for farm help
within the Niagara Escarpment 

of agriculture as an 
industry and as a long-term
activity and land use in the
Agricultural System. 

• Action #1: The Town OP 
will have to include policies
in the Official Plan that 
reinforces the ROPs policy
to recognize, encourage,
protect and support
Halton’s farmers and 
agricultural operations. 

• Action #2: The Town OP 
will have to include policies
for coordination with the 
Region on enforcement of
Weed Control By-laws. 

• The ROP specifically
encourages local
municipalities to support
farmers and agricultural
operations as set out in 
ROP policy 101(4) j). 

• Action #3: The Town OP 
should include policies that
support farmers and farm
operations as set out in 
ROP policy 101(4) j). 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

Plan Area. 
ii. adopt Zoning By-laws that will 

allow home occupations, 
cottage industries, home 
industries on commercial farms, 
on-farm businesses and 
agriculture-related tourism in 
accordance with policies of this 
Plan. 

iii. permit or provide permanent or
temporary facilities for farmers’
markets in the Urban Area or 
Hamlets. 

iv. enact municipal by-laws and
conduct by-law enforcement in
a manner that is sensitive to 
and does not present barriers to
normal farm practices. 

j.1) Encourage Conservation Authorities 
to recognize normal farm practices
including the importance of keeping
agricultural drainage systems in 
good repair; 

k) Encourage the Provincial government 
to: 
i. lease to farmers Provincially 

owned lands on a long-term 
basis for agricultural use. 

ii. maintain a property tax system
that encourages farming and 
reflects the true farm, i.e. 
productive, value of lands. 

l) Encourage the Federal Government 
to pursue a national agricultural policy
that provides incentives to farmers
and agricultural operations and 
supports the agricultural industry in 
the global markets. 

100. It is the policy of the Region to: • The ROP identifies the 
need to develop and

101(5) 101(5) Develop and implement programs and
plans to support and sustain agriculture in 
Halton, which may include, among others, the
following: 

implement programs and
plans to support
agriculture. 

• The Town OP could 
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Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

d) an agricultural facilitator acting as a 
direct and on-going liaison between 
the agricultural community and
Regional Council, 

d) development of an economic 
development and investment strategy
for agriculture in Halton, 

d) marketing and promotion of local
agricultural products to Halton 
communities, 

d) farm succession planning including
attracting new, young and immigrant
farmers to Halton, 

d) financial support to promote 
environmental stewardship including 
the preparation of Environmental 
Farm Plans and Environmental Impact
Assessments for agricultural
buildings, and preservation and
enhancement of natural areas and 
functions, 

d) fiscal tools including innovative tax
policies, reduced development
charges, and venture capitals for
innovative agriculture, 

d) development and implementation of
education programs to promote public
awareness and support for the 
agricultural industry, 

d) programs for securing agricultural
lands from non-farming landowners 
for long term agricultural uses by
farmers, and 

d) use of Community Improvement Plans
under the Planning Act to promote
and support agriculture. 

acknowledge these
programs in their OP. 

• Action: No direct action 
required. 

B2. CONSTRAINTS TO DEVELOPMENT IN THE AGRICULTURAL AREA 

In addition to the above, Section 139.3 of the ROP establishes policies that address 
constraints to development. Section 139.3(1) identifies the Prime Agricultural Area as a 
designation where there are additional conditions or constraints for development. The 
applicable policies for the Prime Agricultural Area are reviewed in the table below. It is 
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noted that directions in the ROP policy have been highlighted in yellow and specific 
actions for the Town have been identified in red text. 

Table B: Prime Agricultural Area policies in the ROP. 

Section ROP Policy Potential Implications for
Town OP 

139.9 The purpose of the Prime Agricultural 
Areas, as shown on Map 1E, is to assist
in interpreting policies of this Plan and to 
assist the City of Burlington and the
Towns of Milton and Halton Hills in 
developing detailed implementation
policies for their respective Official Plans. 

• The ROP states that the 
purpose of the Prime
Agricultural Areas (Map 1E) is
to assist in interpreting ROP
policies and for developing
detailed implementation
policies at the local level. 

• The ROP maps Prime
139.9.1 The Prime Agricultural Areas shown on 

Map 1E include lands in the Agricultural
Area and Regional Natural Heritage
System designations. Together these
lands support and advance the goal to 
maintain a permanently secure,
economically viable agricultural industry
and to preserve the open space
character and landscape of Halton’s non-
urbanized area. 

Agricultural Areas on Map 1E
and describes the goals of this
designation. 

• The ROP directs the lower-tier 
municipalities to designate
Prime Agricultural Areas as on
Map 1E and provide for
supporting policies to
implement the goals. 

• The ROP prohibits the
redesignation of Prime 

139.9.2 It is the policy of the Region to: Agricultural Areas within the
Greenbelt Plan Area, except

139.9.2(1) Require Local Municipalities to designate 
Prime Agricultural Areas in accordance 
with Map 1E, within their Official Plans
and include detailed supporting policies 
which implement the related goals, 
objectives and policies of this Plan. 

where the Greenbelt Plan 
allows it to be redesignated. 

• The ROP permits the removal 
of land from the Prime 
Agricultural Area outside of the
Greenbelt Area subject to
demonstrating, through studies,

139.9.2(2) Within the Greenbelt Plan Area, prohibit
the redesignation of land within Prime 
Agricultural Areas to permit non-
agricultural uses, except where permitted
by the Greenbelt Plan. 

that certain criteria are met. 
• Action #1: The Town OP will 

have to include the same goals
and supportive policies. 

• Action #2: The Town OP will 
have to designate and map

139.9.2(3) Outside the Greenbelt Plan Area, permit
the removal of land from Prime 
Agricultural Areas only where the 
following have been demonstrated
through appropriate studies to the 

Prime Agricultural Areas as the
ROP does. 

• Action #3: The Town OP will 
have to prohibit redesignation 
of Prime Agricultural Areas in 
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Section   ROP Policy    Potential Implications for  
  Town OP 

    satisfaction of the Region:  
a)     necessity for such uses within the 

    planning horizon for additional
     land to be designated to

   accommodate the proposed uses;   
b)       amount of land area needed for 

  such uses;  
 c)      reasons for the choice of location;  
     d) justification that there are no

 reasonable al  ternate locati   ons of 
   lower capability agricultural lands;  

e)       no negative impact to adjacent 
   agricultural operations and the  

 natural environment;  
 f)     there are no reasonable 

alternati   ves that avoid Prime  
   Agricultural Areas as shown on 

  Map 1E, and   
 g)     the land does not comprise a 

 specialty crop area.  
 

   Extraction of mineral aggregate  
    resources is permitted in Prime  

     Agricultural Areas in accordance with 
  Section 110(6.1). 

•  

   the Greenbelt Plan unless the  
Greenbelt Plan policies permit 
redesignation.  

     Action #4: The Town OP will  
     have to permit the removal of 
    lands from the Prime 

   Agricultural Areas outside of 
   the Greenbelt Plan Area, 

       subject to the list of criteria and
  studies that are required to 

   satisfy the Region.  

	

       
 

          
             

              
 

             
 

 
      Permitted Uses Identified in the ROP      Potential Implications for Town OP 

 All types, sizes and intensities of        Town OP does not explicitly list this as a 
agri   cultural operations,   permitted use. 

 
       Action: Town OP will have to be modified  

       to include ‘all types, sizes and intensities of 
agri  cultural operations’.  

  normal farm practices,         Town OP does not explicitly list ROP use 

B3. PERMITTED USES IN THE AGRICULTURAL AREA 

Section 100 of the ROP establishes the permitted uses in the Agricultural Area. The 
Town OP will have to permit the same uses in the agricultural area as outlined in the 
ROP. A complete list of these permitted uses are identified in the table below. 

Table C: Agricultural area permitted uses in the ROP and potential implications for the 
Town OP. 
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  as a permitted use.  
 

       Action: Town OP will have to be modified  
    to include ‘normal farm practices’.  

existi  ng uses,  Town OP permi     ts ‘existing public uses’.  
 

       Action: Town OP will have to be modified  
      by removing above existing use and

  replacing with ‘existing uses’.  
     single detached dwelling on existing lots,       Permitted in current Town OP. 

dwell   ing(s) accessory to an agricultural 
   operation, which must be mobile or
 portable if located within the Niagara 

  Escarpment Plan Area,  

     Permitted in current Town OP. 

    non-intensive recreation uses such as  
 nature viewing and pedestrian trail

activi      ties, only if the lands are publicly
    owned or are part of the Bruce Trail, 

 Town OP permi    ts ‘passive non-motorized
    recreational uses, such as nature viewing 

    and pedestrian trail activities, only on 
        publicly owned lands or on the Bruce Trail’.  

 
       Action: Town OP will have to be modified  

      by removing above existing use and
    replacing with ‘non-intensive recreation 

  uses such as nature viewing and 
    pedestrian trail activities, only if the lands 

are publicl     y owned or are part of the Bruce 
 Trail’. 

   forest, fisheries and wildlife management,       Permitted in current Town OP. 
 archaeological activities,        Permitted in current Town OP. 

  transportation and uti  lity facilities,       Permitted in current Town OP. 
 accessory buil   dings or structures,       Permitted in current Town OP. 

incidental uses,   Not identi     fied as permitted use in current
Town OP.  
 

       Action: Town OP will have to be modified  
     to include ‘incidental uses’ as a permitted 

 use. 
     uses permitted in an approved Niagara 

    Escarpment Park and Open Space 
  Master/Management Plan, if the subject

      land is located within the Niagara
   Escarpment Plan Area,  

 Not identi     fied as permitted use in current
Town OP.  
 

       Action: Town OP will have to be modified  
      to include ‘uses permitted in an approved 

    Niagara Escarpment Park and Open 
   Space Master/Management Plan, if the 
     subject land is located within the Niagara 

     Escarpment Plan Area’ as a permi   tted use. 
   home occupations and cottage industries        Permitted in current Town OP, but the 
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       with a gross floor area not exceeding 100 
          sq m or 25 per cent of the residential living

   area, whichever is lesser,   

     permitted use does not indicate “whichever  
       is lesser” with respect to the gross floor  

area.  
 

       Action: The Town OP will have to be  
       modified to update this permitted use to

   include ‘home occupations and cottage  
       industries with a gross floor area not
         exceeding 100 sq m or 25 per cent of the 

residenti  al l      iving area, whichever is lesser’
  as a permitted use.  

    bed and breakfast establishments with       Permitted in current Town OP. 
    three or fewer guest bedrooms,  

veterinary clinics, only if located on a  
     commercial farm secondary to the farming 

   operation, and serving primarily the 
  agricultural community, 

 Not identi     fied as permitted use in current
Town OP.  
 

       Action: Town OP will have to be modified  
   to include ‘veterinary clinics, only if located 

   on a commercial farm secondary to the 
  farming operation, and serving primarily 

   the agricultural community’ as a permitted  
 use. 

 animal kennels, only if located on a 
   commercial farm, secondary to the farming 

    operation, and in conjunction wi   th a single  
detached dwelli  ng, 

 Not identi     fied as permitted use in current
Town OP.  
 

      Action: Town OP will have to be modified  
  to include ‘  animal kennels, only if located 

  on a commercial farm, secondary to the
  farming operation, and in conjunction with 
     a single detached dwelling’ as a permitted 

 use. 
   watershed management and fl  ood and  

   erosion control projects carri   ed out or  
    supervised by a public agency,  

     Permitted in current Town OP. 

     sanitary landfill operation and accessory
      uses, only on the Halton Waste

  Management Site, and  

 Not identi     fied as permitted use in current
    Town OP, however the Halton Waste 

      Management Site is located in Milton and 
      therefore does not need to be permitted as 

  a use in the Town OP  
 

    Action: No change required. 
        the following uses only if located on a

     commercial farm secondary to a farming 
operation: 
a)        home industries with a gross floor area

   not exceeding 200 sq m,   

       Permitted in current Town OP, but the uses  
      are described in a few sections that also 

    include general policies for home
   industries, commercial uses on farm  
    properties and farm related tourism  
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 b) 

c)  

d)  

  retail uses wi     th a gross floor area not  
     exceeding 500 sq m and the majority  

   of the commodities for sal  e, measured  
     by monetary value, produced or 

    manufactured on the farm,  
    agriculture-related tourism uses with a  

     gross floor area not exceeding 500 sq 
 m, and   

   small-scale businesses that provide 
    supplementary income to the farming  

operati   on provided that:   
 i.    such uses are permitted by  

    specific Local Official Plan policies  
   and Local Zoning By-laws;   

 ii.       their scale is minor and does not 
    change the appearance of the  
 farming operation;   

 iii.      their impact such as noise, odour 
   and traffic on surrounding land  
    uses is minimal and will not hinder  

   surrounding agricultural uses; and  
 iv.   they meet all Regional criteria as  

    stated in the On-Farm Business  
Guidelines adopted by Council;  

establishments.   
 

      The key change in the permitted uses on a 
     commercial farm secondary to a farming 

operation  i    s with respect to agriculture-
     related tourism uses. The ROP establishes  
    a gross floor area not exceeding 500 
     square metres, but the current Town OP  

onl       y provides for a maximum gross floor  
  area of 250 square metres.  

 
        Actions #1: The Town OP will have to be 
        updated to provide for an increase in the 

    maximum gross floor area of farm-related  
       tourism from 250 square metres to 500 
   square metres, when located on a 

     commercial farm secondary to a farming 
     operation. The Town OP could also 

     implement a more restrictive gross floor 
 area. 

 
      Action #2: The Town OP could consider 

       updating its permitted uses to read the 
      same as the ROP instead of discussing in 

  several sections.  
        subject to site plan approval by the Local 

  Municipality, horticultural trade uses  
 provided that:   

 i.       the use meets all the criteria under 
 Sections 100(21)d);   

ii.     the farm property accommodating  
      the use is at least 4 hectares in 
 size ;   

iii.         at least 70 per cent of the arable 
   area of the farm property 

   accommodating the use is 
  dedicated to the growing of  

 horticultural plants;   
iv.       the use is located within the  

  existing farm buildi   ng cluster, with  
  only minor roundi    ng out of the 

 cluster permitted provided that 
    there are no tree removals;   

v.         the gross floor area for the use
   does not exceed 500 sq m;   

vi.      the outdoor storage area for the use  

 Identified in definition for ‘Agricultural Use 
 or Agricul     tural Operation’, but the Town OP  

  does not i    nclude site plan approval  or  
 criteria. 

 
       Action: The Town OP will have to be  

  updated to requi   re site plan approval for  
     horticultural trade uses and identify the  

    same criteria as the ROP. 
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   does not exceed 1,000 sq m;   

vii  .     the use including buildings, outdoor 
   storage, parking areas, and 

  loading/unloading zones is 
  adequately screened from 

   neighbouring properties and public 
 highways; and 

viii  .      the use can be accommodated by 
      the private water supply and waste

    water treatment systems located on 
  the property. 

 
     

  
  	

 

 
                 
             
           

    
	

                
          

             
               
    

 
                

             
              

          
              

       
 

                
          

              
 

    
     

 
       

  
  

 
  
 

        
       

       
       
       

   
   

 
   

 

On the basis of the above, there are some key terms that have a different definition in 
the ROP from the current Town OP. Where updates to the current Town OP definitions 
may be required, these have been in Appendix A and below. 

B4. UPDATING AGRICULTURE DEFINITIONS 

The table below identifies all definitions that are related to permitted uses as well as all 
other policy in the Agriculture section of the ROP policy. The table lists the term and 
definition that are currently provided in the ROP, with implications on the Town OP in the 
far right column. The red text signifies the change that is required to the current Town 
OP definitions section. 

It is noted that in some cases the ROP definition is different from the 2014 PPS. Such 
differences are identified by the underlined text in the ‘Potential Implications on the Town 
OP’ column. In these cases the 2014 PPS definition is also provided directly below the 
applicable ROP definition. Where there is a different definition in the 2014 PPS In this 
regard, the implication on the current Town OP would be to update its definitions to be 
consistent with the 2014 PPS definition. 

It is also noted that some terms may also be used in the other sections of this review 
that address the Natural Heritage System and Mineral Resources. In this case, the term 
is not repeated below but may be included in Appendix A (Natural Heritage System). 

Table D: Key terms and definitions for Agriculture policies from the ROP and potential
implications for the Town OP. 

ROP Key Term ROP Definition Potential Implications
for 

Town OP 
Accessory
Buildings or
Structures 

means a detached building or structure that is
not used for human habitation, the use of 
which is naturally and normally incidental to,
subordinate to, or exclusively devoted to a
principal use or building and located on the 

Same definition in 
current Town OP. 

Action: No change
required. 
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ROP Key Term ROP Definition Potential Implications
for 

Town OP 
same lot. 

Commercial means a farm which is deemed to be a viable Same definition in 
Farm farm operation and which normally produces

sufficient income to support a farm family. 
current Town OP. 

Action: No change
required. 

Environmental means a voluntary, confidential, agricultural No definition in the 
Farm Plan producer driven planning exercise that uses

specifically designed resource material and
technical assistance to develop a farm plan
that identifies on farm environmental risks 
and establishes a priority sequence of action 
items to reduce those risks. 

current Town OP. 

Action: Town OP could 
include a new definition 
for Environmental Farm 
Plan. 

Horticultural means a non-farm business associated with No definition in the 
Trade Uses the sale, supply, delivery, storage,

distribution, installation, and/or maintenance 
of horticultural plants and products used in
landscaping, but does not include uses
associated with the principal agricultural 
operation. 

current Town OP. 

Action: Town OP will 
have to include a new 
definition for Horticultural 
Trade Uses. 

Incidental Uses means a use (e.g., swimming pool) normally
accessory to but not an essential part of an 
existing use. 

No definition in the 
current Town OP. 

Action: Town OP will 
have to include a new 
definition for Incidental 
Uses. 

Life Science means new, neo-traditional products or No definition in the 
Industries services using renewable resources and

developed from the advanced understanding 
of the biology and chemistry of organisms.
Examples are personalized genetic medicine,
plastics made from corn, and fuel from farm 
products and waste. 

current Town OP. 

Action: Town OP will 
have to include a new 
definition for Life Science 
Industries. 

Prime means specialty crop lands and those lands Different definition in the 
Agricultural of agricultural soils classes 1, 2 and 3 (and current Town OP BUT 
Lands combination equivalents thereof), as defined 

in the Canada Land Inventory of Soil 
Capability for Agriculture, in this order of 
priority for protection. 

the current Town OP 
definition is the same as 
the 2014 PPS. 

Action: No change
required. 
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ROP Key Term ROP Definition Potential Implications
for 

Town OP 
Specialty Crop
Area 

means an area designated using evaluation
procedures established by the Province, as
amended from time to time, where specialty
crops such as tender fruits (peaches, 
cherries, plums), grapes, other fruit crops, 
vegetable crops, greenhouse crops, and 
crops from agriculturally developed organic 
soil lands are predominantly grown, usually
resulting from: 
• soils that have suitability to produce

specialty crops, or lands that are subject 
to special climatic conditions, or a
combination of both; and/or 

• a combination of farmers skilled in the 
production of specialty crops, and of
capital investment in related facilities and 
services to produce, store, or process
specialty crops. 

No definition in the 
current Town OP. ROP 
definition is also different 
from the 2014 PPS. 

Action: Town OP will 
have to include a new 
definition for Specialty
Crop Area in accordance
with the updated
definition in the 2014 
PPS. 

Specialty Crop
Area (2014 PPS
definition) 

means areas designated using guidelines
developed by the Province, as amended from
time to time. In these areas, specialty crops
are predominantly grown such as tender fruits
(peaches, cherries, plums), grapes, other fruit
crops, vegetable crops, greenhouse crops,
and crops from agriculturally developed
organic soil, usually resulting from: 
a) soils that have suitability to produce

specialty crops, or lands that are subject
to special climatic conditions, or a
combination of both; 

b) farmers skilled in the production of
specialty crops; and 

c) a long-term investment of capital in
areas such as crops, drainage,
infrastructure and related facilities and 
services to produce, store, or process 
specialty crops. 

Treescapes means a grouping of trees usually found
along roads and stream courses, and
between fields. 

No definition in the 
current Town OP. 

Action: Town OP will 
have to include a new 
definition for Treescapes. 
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ROP Key Term ROP Definition Potential Implications
for 

Town OP 
On-Farm Means uses that are secondary to the No definition in the 
Diversified Use principal agricultural use of the property, and

are limited in area. On-farm diversified uses 
current Town OP or in 
the ROP. On-farm 

(2014 PPS include, but are not limited to, home diversified uses are a 
definition) occupations, home industries, agri-tourism 

uses, and uses that produce value-added
agricultural products. 

new term introduced by
the 2014 PPS. 

Action: Town OP Will 
have to include a new 
definition for On-Farm 
Diversified Uses in 
accordance with the 
updated definition in the
2014 PPS. 
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	Figure
	B1. AGRICULTURE POLICY IN THE ROP 
	B1. AGRICULTURE POLICY IN THE ROP 
	The table below provides a line-by-line review of each ROP policy with respect to the Agricultural System that includes the potential implication of each policy and identifies updates required in the Town OP. It is noted that directions in the ROP policy have been highlighted in yellow and specific actions for the Town have been identified in red text. 
	Table A: Agricultural System and Agricultural Area policies in the ROP. 
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	92. 
	92. 
	The Agricultural System, as shown on Map1E, consists of two components: landsdesignated as Agricultural Area and thoseparts of the Region’s Natural HeritageSystem outside the Key Features or where the only Key Feature is a significant earth science area of natural and scientific interest. While the second component is subject to therelevant goals, objectives, permitted uses and policies as parts of the Region’s NaturalHeritage System, agricultural operations are compatible uses and are promoted andsupported
	• The ROP identifies the agricultural system and recognizes the importanceof promoting andsupporting these areas. • The ROP distinguishes prime agricultural areas inthe agricultural system. • Action: The Town OP has to include policies that address the agriculturalsystem and the primeagricultural areas. The Town OP also needs to map these areas. 

	93. 
	93. 
	Parts of the Agricultural System that arePrime Agricultural Areas as shown on Map 1E are subject to the policies of Sections 139.9, 139.9.1 and 139.9.2. 

	100. 
	100. 
	Subject to other policies of this Plan, applicable policies of the Greenbelt Plan andNiagara Escarpment Plan, and applicableLocal Official Plan policies and Zoning Bylaws, the following uses may be permitted inthe Agricultural Area: 
	-

	• The ROP outlines permitted uses in theagricultural area. • Action: The Town OP mayto permit the same uses (or less) as the ROP. 

	100(1) 
	100(1) 
	All types, sizes and intensities of agricultural operations, 

	100(1.1)
	100(1.1)
	normal farm practices,

	100(2)
	100(2)
	existing uses,

	100(3)
	100(3)
	single detached dwelling on existing lots, 

	100(4) 
	100(4) 
	dwelling(s) accessory to an agricultural operation, which must be mobile or portable iflocated within the Niagara Escarpment PlanArea, 


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	100(5) 
	100(5) 
	non-intensive recreation uses such as nature viewing and pedestrian trail activities, only if the lands are publicly owned or are part of theBruce Trail, 

	100(6)
	100(6)
	forest, fisheries and wildlife management, 

	100(7)
	100(7)
	archaeological activities,

	100(8)
	100(8)
	transportation and utility facilities, 

	100(9)
	100(9)
	accessory buildings or structures, 

	100(10)
	100(10)
	incidental uses, 

	100(13) 
	100(13) 
	uses permitted in an approved NiagaraEscarpment Park and Open SpaceMaster/Management Plan, if the subject landis located within the Niagara EscarpmentPlan Area, 

	100(14) 
	100(14) 
	home occupations and cottage industries with a gross floor area not exceeding 100 sq m or25 per cent of the residential living area,whichever is lesser, 

	100(15) 
	100(15) 
	bed and breakfast establishments with three or fewer guest bedrooms,

	100(16) 
	100(16) 
	veterinary clinics, only if located on a commercial farm secondary to the farming operation, and serving primarily the agricultural community.

	100(17) 
	100(17) 
	Animal kennels, only if located on acommercial farm, secondary to the farming operation, and in conjunction with a single detached dwelling. 

	100(18) 
	100(18) 
	Watershed management and flood and erosion control projects carried out or supervised by a public agency, 

	100(20) 
	100(20) 
	sanitary landfill operation and accessoryuses, only on the Halton Waste ManagementSite shown on Map 1,

	100(21) 
	100(21) 
	following uses only if located on a commercial farm and secondary to the farming operation: a) home industries with a gross floorarea not exceeding 200 sq m, b) retail uses with a gross floor area not exceeding 500 sq m and the majority of the commodities for sale, measured by monetary value, produced ormanufactured on the farm, c) agriculture-related tourism uses with a 


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	gross floor area not exceeding 500 sq m, and d) small-scale businesses that providesupplementary income to the farming operation provided that: i. such uses are permitted byspecific Local Official Planpolicies and Local Zoning Bylaws; ii. their scale is minor and does not change the appearance of thefarming operation; iii. their impact such as noise,odour and traffic on surroundingland uses is minimal and will not hinder surrounding agricultural uses; and iv. they meet all Regional criteria asstated in the 
	-



	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	outdoor storage, parking areas,and loading/unloading zones isadequately screened fromneighbouring properties andpublic highways; and viii. the use can be accommodated by the private water supply and waste water treatment systemslocated on the property. 

	100(22) 
	100(22) 
	following site-specific uses, recognizedthrough individual amendments to this Plan: a. a horse racetrack and accessory useson the part of Lot 7 north of Highway401, Lot 8 and Lot 9, Concession III, former Township of Nassagaweya, inthe Town of Milton, b. industrial and ancillary uses on privateservices located generally on the westhalf of Lot 6, Concession III, in the Town of Halton Hills, c. a seasonal special eventcommercial/recreational attraction and accessory uses located on part of Lots7 and 8, Conces
	• The ROP identifies site-specific permitted uses thathave been the subject ofan amendment to the ROP. • Action: These uses will have to remain as site-specific permitted uses inthe Town’s OP. Specifically, these include: 100(22) b, d, f, g, h, I, k, m, n, p, r, r, s. 


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	i. [i] enter into an agreement with the Region to pay theDevelopment Chargesapplicable for the uses at thetime when urban services are required; ii. [ii] obtain the necessaryapprovals from the Ministry ofthe Environment and the Regionfor any on-site private servicingsystems; and iii. [iii] satisfy the Region in terms of transportation access to the site, f) a church and existing private, noncommercial cultural and outdoor recreational uses, connected to the Region of Peel’s water service, on anaggregate lan
	-
	-



	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	property identification numbers07196-0146 and 07196-0147 as of April 13, 2000 and located in Lot 17,Concession I, N.D.S., in the City of Burlington, k) a painting and sandblasting operation and accessory office use located on a 2.7-hectare parcel of land generallyon the west half of Lot 1, Concession IX, former Township of Esquesing, inthe Town of Halton Hills, l) a golf course, practice range,clubhouse and accessory uses on theeast half of Lots 7 and 8, Concession VII, former Township of Trafalgar, inthe T


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	Milton. Notwithstanding Section101(1.3) of this Official Plan, such uses may be permitted on the basis ofprivate services provided that thelandowner obtains the necessaryapprovals p) a golf course and accessory uses on the west half of Lot 10, Concession III, former Township of Esquesing, in theTown of Halton Hills, q) a church of no more than 1,250 sq mgross floor area and associated parking occupying no more than 8 percent of the total property area in thesoutheast corner of the property onlands described


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	commercial use 

	101. 
	101. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP directs local municipalities to recognize

	101(1) 
	101(1) 
	Require Local Official Plans to recognize the Agricultural System as identified in this Plan and Local Zoning By-laws to permit agricultural operations within the AgriculturalSystem in accordance with policies of this Plan. 
	the agricultural system intheir OP and Zoning Bylaw to permit agricultural operations in the agricultural system. • Action: The Town OP will have to recognize theAgricultural System in theOP and Local Zoning bylaws to permit agricultural operations in the agricultural system in accordance with the policies of the ROP. 
	-
	-


	101. 
	101. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP recognizes thataquifer management plans

	101(1.1) 
	101(1.1) 
	Adopt and update from time to time, andincorporate by amendment to this Planappropriate recommendations of an AquiferManagement Plan that will, among otherthings: a) determine whether the groundwaterresources can support in the longterm activities and land uses within the Agricultural Area and the Region’sNatural Heritage System and in thoseparts of the Urban Area that rely onwell water supply; b) identify those areas which aresusceptible to water quantity andquality problems; c) identify those areas where 
	are subject to change andreserves the right to updatethe ROP by an amendment to recognize such changes. • Action: No direct action required. 


	Figure
	Figure
	Section ROP Policy Potential Implications forTown OP 
	101. 101(1.2) 
	101. 101(1.2) 
	101. 101(1.3) 
	aquifers. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	101(1.2) Prohibit the creation of new lots for residential purposes except in Hamlets or Rural Clusters. 
	e) propose procedures for the on-going monitoring and protection of the 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	Require that all development in the Agricultural System be only on the basis ofprivate, individual well water supply andprivate, individual waste water treatmentsystem that conform to Regional By-laws andstandards, and to Provincial legislation, regulations and standards, with the following exception: 
	a) connections to a private communalwater system may be permittedsubject to confirmation through anyapplicable Environmental Assessment Act approval and all necessaryauthorizations being obtained, for thefollowing buildings, structures orvacant lots of record located on No. 1 Sideroad and Tremaine Road in the City of Burlington, Town of Milton and Town of Oakville and legallydescribed as follows: 
	i. dwelling on the property withproperty identification number24927-0022, 
	ii. dwelling on the property withproperty identification number07201-0064, 
	iii. dwelling on the property with 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	The ROP restricts new lot creation for residential purposes to Hamlets orRural Clusters. 

	• 
	• 
	Action: The Town OP will have to restrict new lot creation for residential purposes to Hamlets orRural Clusters. 

	• 
	• 
	The ROP requires alldevelopment in theAgricultural system tooccur privately on well water supply and individual wastewater treatment system. These systems must conform to the Regional By-laws andstandards and Provincial legislation, regulations andstandards. 

	• 
	• 
	Action: The Town OP will have to require alldevelopment in theAgricultural System to be on private services. None of the exceptions outlined in policy 101(1.3)a apply tothe Town of Halton Hills. 
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	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	iv. v. vi. vii. viii. ix. x. xi. xii. xiii. xiv. 
	property identification number07201-0063, dwelling on the property withproperty identification number24927-0110, dwelling on the property withproperty identification number07201-0049, dwelling on the property withproperty identification number07201-0048, dwelling on the property withproperty identification number07201-0062, main house, farm house, cottage and barn well on theproperty with propertyidentification number 072010018, existing vacant lot of record asof May 2, 2007 on Tremaine Road with property i
	-
	-
	-



	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	identification number 07201
	-


	TR
	0105. 



	101. 101(4) 
	101. 101(4) 
	101. 101(1.5) 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	Adopt, after consultation with the Ministry of the Environment and other affected parties,Guidelines for Hydrogeological Studies andBest Management Practices for GroundwaterProtection that contain, among other things, design standards for private services,minimum lot sizes taking into accountinfiltrative capacity of the soils andhydrogeological information, guidelines forundertaking hydrogeological studies,procedures for processing development applications on private services, and criteria by which the Medi
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	Consider recreation uses including golf courses and driving ranges in the AgriculturalArea only by site-specific amendment to this Plan unless permitted by specific policies and provided that: 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	the proposed use meets therequirements of Section 139.9.2(3) where applicable, 

	b) 
	b) 
	the proposed use be subject to thefollowing conditions: 


	i. any changes to the naturaltopography are kept to aminimum; 
	ii. buildings and structures areminor in scale and are located in a manner that will secure an open-space character of the area; 
	iii. there is no overnight accommodation for users or guests of the facility; 
	iv. landscaping and berms are 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	The ROP recognizes theneed for guidelines forhydrogeological studiesand best managementpractices for ground waterprotection for developmentin the Agricultural Area. 

	• 
	• 
	The Town OP could acknowledge thatdevelopment in theAgricultural Areas will haveto consider these guidelines. 

	• 
	• 
	Action: No direct action required. 

	• 
	• 
	The ROP indicates that recreation uses including golf courses and driving ranges in the AgriculturalArea will be considered on a site-specific amendment,subject to permittedspecific policies and otherexceptions. 

	• 
	• 
	Action: The Town OP will also have to consider the above recreation uses on a site-specific basis, unless permitted by specificpolicies or the exceptionsof the ROP. 
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	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	provided where necessary tosecure an open-space characterof the area; v. the impact on adjacent agricultural operations is kept toa minimum, through thepreparation by the proponent ofan Agricultural ImpactAssessment to the satisfaction of the Region; vi. if the use involves significanttaking of ground or surfacewater, the proponent mustdemonstrate, through a detailed study and to the satisfaction ofthe Region, that the water resource in the general area will not be adversely affected; vii. in addition to me


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	101 
	101 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP recognizes theimportance of and requires 

	101(1.6) 
	101(1.6) 
	Recognize and protect lands within theAgricultural System as an important naturalresource to the economic viability of agriculture and to this end: a) Direct non-farm uses to the Urban Area, Hamlets and Rural Clusters unless specifically permitted bypolicies of this Plan. b) Promote the maintenance or establishment of woodlands and treescapes on farms. c) Encourage farmers to adopt farmpractices that will sustain the longterm productivity of the land andminimize adverse impact to thenatural environment. 
	the protection of theAgricultural System as animportant natural resourceto the economic viability ofagriculture. • Action: The Town OP will have to include policiesthat recognize and protect lands within the Agricultural System in accordance with the ROP policies. 

	101. 
	101. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP requirescompliance with MDS for

	101(1.7) 
	101(1.7) 
	Require that new land uses, including thecreation of lots, and new or expandinglivestock facilities within the Agricultural System comply with the provinciallydeveloped Minimum Distance Separation formulae. 
	new land uses within the Agricultural System. • Action: The Town OP will have to include policiesthat require MDScompliance for new land uses within the Agricultural System. 

	101. 
	101. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP requires newdevelopment to complete

	101(1.8) 
	101(1.8) 
	Require an Environmental ImpactAssessment for new development in accordance with Sections 118(3), 118(3.1)and 139.3.7(4). 
	an Environmental ImpactAssessment in accordance with policies in Sections118(3), 118(3.1) and139.3.7(4) • Action: The Town OP will have to include policiesthat acknowledge theRegion’s requirement forthe completion of anEnvironmental ImpactAssessment for new development in 


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	accordance with Sections 118(3), 118(3.1) and139.3.7(4) of the ROP. 

	101. 
	101. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP identifies the components that comprise

	101(1.9) 
	101(1.9) 
	Ensure that Key Features, identified in Section 115.3 that may exist outside theRegional Natural Heritage System areprotected in accordance with Section 139.12. 
	Key Features in Section115.3 and requires theprotection of such featureseven when they are present outside of theRegional Natural HeritageSystem. • Action: The Town OP will have to identify thecomponents of KeyFeatures and include policies to ensureprotection of such features. 

	101. 
	101. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP recognizes theimportance of agriculture

	101(2) 
	101(2) 
	Recognize, encourage and protect agriculture as an important industry in Halton and as the primary long-term activity and land usethroughout the Agricultural System, and tothis end: a) Support and develop plans andprograms that promote and sustain agriculture. b) Monitor, investigate and periodically report on its conditions, problems, trends and means to maintain its competitiveness. c) Adopt a set of Livestock FacilityGuidelines to support and provideflexibility to livestock operations andto promote best 
	as an industry and as a long-term activity and landuse in the Agricultural System. • The ROP also providesdirection on how it intends to achieve protection ofagriculture in theAgricultural System. • Action #1: The Town OP will have to include policiesin the Official Plan that reinforces the ROPs policyto recognize, encourage,and protect agriculture. • Action #2: The Town is required to apply MDSformulae in their ZoningBy-law. 


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	formulae and the Right to Farmlegislation. d) Require Local Municipalities to apply provincially developed Minimum Distance Separation formulae in their Zoning By-laws. e) Require the proponent of any non-farm land use that is permitted byspecific policies of this Plan but has a potential impact on adjacentagricultural operations to carry out anAgricultural Impact Assessment (AIA),based on guidelines adopted byRegional Council. Approved 2013-1021 f) Support programs to reducetrespassing on agricultural oper
	-


	100. 
	100. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• As above, the ROP recognizes the importance 

	101(3) 
	101(3) 
	Recognize, encourage and supportsecondary industries essential to Halton’s agricultural industry and as a majorcontributor to its economic base and to this end: a) Promote the location of majorsecondary agricultural processing,manufacturing, wholesaling and retailing operations within the UrbanArea. b) Promote life science industries in Halton that complement and support agriculture, where appropriate. c) Promote the location of farm support operations within the Urban Area andwithin Hamlets. d) Ensure that
	of agriculture as an industry and as a long-termactivity and land use in theAgricultural System. • Action #1: The Town OP will have to include policiesin the Official Plan that reinforces the ROPs policyto recognize, encourage,and protect agriculture. • Action #2: The Town will have to include policiesthat provide opportunitiesand directions for development of industries in accordance with the ROP policy 101(3). 


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	101. 
	101. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• As above, the ROP recognizes the importance 

	101(4) 
	101(4) 
	Recognize, encourage, protect and supportHalton’s farmers and agricultural operations and to this end: a) Consult with and support Halton’s farm organizations. b) Maintain a broad-based AgriculturalAdvisory Committee to advise Council on agriculture-related matters and review and comment on AIAs provided under this Plan. c) Provide sewage sludge suitable forfertilizer, subject to Regional andProvincial environmental protectionguidelines. d) Ensure, in cooperation with the LocalMunicipalities, enforcement of
	of agriculture as an industry and as a long-termactivity and land use in theAgricultural System. • Action #1: The Town OP will have to include policiesin the Official Plan that reinforces the ROPs policyto recognize, encourage,protect and supportHalton’s farmers and agricultural operations. • Action #2: The Town OP will have to include policiesfor coordination with the Region on enforcement ofWeed Control By-laws. • The ROP specificallyencourages localmunicipalities to supportfarmers and agriculturaloperati


	Figure
	Figure
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	TR
	Plan Area. ii. adopt Zoning By-laws that will allow home occupations, cottage industries, home industries on commercial farms, on-farm businesses and agriculture-related tourism in accordance with policies of this Plan. iii. permit or provide permanent ortemporary facilities for farmers’markets in the Urban Area or Hamlets. iv. enact municipal by-laws andconduct by-law enforcement ina manner that is sensitive to and does not present barriers tonormal farm practices. j.1) Encourage Conservation Authorities t

	100. 
	100. 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	• The ROP identifies the need to develop and

	101(5) 
	101(5) 
	101(5) Develop and implement programs andplans to support and sustain agriculture in Halton, which may include, among others, thefollowing: 
	implement programs andplans to supportagriculture. • The Town OP could 
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	Section 
	Section 
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	d) an agricultural facilitator acting as a direct and on-going liaison between the agricultural community andRegional Council, d) development of an economic development and investment strategyfor agriculture in Halton, d) marketing and promotion of localagricultural products to Halton communities, d) farm succession planning includingattracting new, young and immigrantfarmers to Halton, d) financial support to promote environmental stewardship including the preparation of Environmental Farm Plans and Enviro
	acknowledge theseprograms in their OP. • Action: No direct action required. 




	B2. CONSTRAINTS TO DEVELOPMENT IN THE AGRICULTURAL AREA 
	B2. CONSTRAINTS TO DEVELOPMENT IN THE AGRICULTURAL AREA 
	In addition to the above, Section 139.3 of the ROP establishes policies that address constraints to development. Section 139.3(1) identifies the Prime Agricultural Area as a designation where there are additional conditions or constraints for development. The applicable policies for the Prime Agricultural Area are reviewed in the table below. It is 
	20 
	Figure
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	Figure
	noted that directions in the ROP policy have been highlighted in yellow and specific actions for the Town have been identified in red text. 
	Table B: Prime Agricultural Area policies in the ROP. 
	Section 
	Section 
	Section 
	ROP Policy 
	Potential Implications forTown OP 

	139.9 
	139.9 
	The purpose of the Prime Agricultural Areas, as shown on Map 1E, is to assistin interpreting policies of this Plan and to assist the City of Burlington and theTowns of Milton and Halton Hills in developing detailed implementationpolicies for their respective Official Plans. 
	• The ROP states that the purpose of the PrimeAgricultural Areas (Map 1E) isto assist in interpreting ROPpolicies and for developingdetailed implementationpolicies at the local level. • The ROP maps Prime

	139.9.1 
	139.9.1 
	The Prime Agricultural Areas shown on Map 1E include lands in the AgriculturalArea and Regional Natural HeritageSystem designations. Together theselands support and advance the goal to maintain a permanently secure,economically viable agricultural industryand to preserve the open spacecharacter and landscape of Halton’s non-urbanized area. 
	Agricultural Areas on Map 1Eand describes the goals of thisdesignation. • The ROP directs the lower-tier municipalities to designatePrime Agricultural Areas as onMap 1E and provide forsupporting policies toimplement the goals. • The ROP prohibits theredesignation of Prime 

	139.9.2 
	139.9.2 
	It is the policy of the Region to: 
	Agricultural Areas within theGreenbelt Plan Area, except

	139.9.2(1) 
	139.9.2(1) 
	Require Local Municipalities to designate Prime Agricultural Areas in accordance with Map 1E, within their Official Plansand include detailed supporting policies which implement the related goals, objectives and policies of this Plan. 
	where the Greenbelt Plan allows it to be redesignated. • The ROP permits the removal of land from the Prime Agricultural Area outside of theGreenbelt Area subject todemonstrating, through studies,

	139.9.2(2) 
	139.9.2(2) 
	Within the Greenbelt Plan Area, prohibitthe redesignation of land within Prime Agricultural Areas to permit nonagricultural uses, except where permittedby the Greenbelt Plan. 
	-

	that certain criteria are met. • Action #1: The Town OP will have to include the same goalsand supportive policies. • Action #2: The Town OP will have to designate and map

	139.9.2(3) 
	139.9.2(3) 
	Outside the Greenbelt Plan Area, permitthe removal of land from Prime Agricultural Areas only where the following have been demonstratedthrough appropriate studies to the 
	Prime Agricultural Areas as theROP does. • Action #3: The Town OP will have to prohibit redesignation of Prime Agricultural Areas in 


	Figure
	Figure
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	satisfaction of the Region:a) necessity for such uses within theplanning horizon for additionalland to be designated toaccommodate the proposed uses; b) amount of land area needed for such uses; c) reasons for the choice of location; d) justification that there are noreasonable alternate locations of lower capability agricultural lands; e) no negative impact to adjacent agricultural operations and the natural environment; f) there are no reasonable alternatives that avoid Prime Agricultural Areas as shown o
	the Greenbelt Plan unless the Greenbelt Plan policies permit redesignation. • Action #4: The Town OP will have to permit the removal oflands from the Prime Agricultural Areas outside ofthe Greenbelt Plan Area, subject to the list of criteria andstudies that are required tosatisfy the Region. 

	TR
	Extraction of mineral aggregate resources is permitted in Prime Agricultural Areas in accordance with Section 110(6.1). 



	B3. PERMITTED USES IN THE AGRICULTURAL AREA 
	B3. PERMITTED USES IN THE AGRICULTURAL AREA 
	Section 100 of the ROP establishes the permitted uses in the Agricultural Area. The Town OP will have to permit the same uses in the agricultural area as outlined in the ROP. A complete list of these permitted uses are identified in the table below. 
	Table C: Agricultural area permitted uses in the ROP and potential implications for the Town OP. 
	Permitted Uses Identified in the ROP 
	Permitted Uses Identified in the ROP 
	Permitted Uses Identified in the ROP 
	Potential Implications for Town OP 

	All types, sizes and intensities of agricultural operations, 
	All types, sizes and intensities of agricultural operations, 
	Town OP does not explicitly list this as a permitted use. Action: Town OP will have to be modified to include ‘all types, sizes and intensities of agricultural operations’. 

	normal farm practices, 
	normal farm practices, 
	Town OP does not explicitly list ROP use 
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	as a permitted use. Action: Town OP will have to be modified to include ‘normal farm practices’. 

	existing uses, 
	existing uses, 
	Town OP permits ‘existing public uses’. Action: Town OP will have to be modified by removing above existing use andreplacing with ‘existing uses’. 

	single detached dwelling on existing lots, 
	single detached dwelling on existing lots, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	dwelling(s) accessory to an agriculturaloperation, which must be mobile orportable if located within the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, 
	dwelling(s) accessory to an agriculturaloperation, which must be mobile orportable if located within the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	non-intensive recreation uses such as 
	non-intensive recreation uses such as 
	Town OP permits ‘passive non-motorized

	nature viewing and pedestrian trail
	nature viewing and pedestrian trail
	recreational uses, such as nature viewing

	activities, only if the lands are publicly
	activities, only if the lands are publicly
	and pedestrian trail activities, only on 

	owned or are part of the Bruce Trail, 
	owned or are part of the Bruce Trail, 
	publicly owned lands or on the Bruce Trail’. Action: Town OP will have to be modified by removing above existing use andreplacing with ‘non-intensive recreation uses such as nature viewing and pedestrian trail activities, only if the landsare publicly owned or are part of the Bruce Trail’. 

	forest, fisheries and wildlife management, 
	forest, fisheries and wildlife management, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	archaeological activities, 
	archaeological activities, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	transportation and utility facilities, 
	transportation and utility facilities, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	accessory buildings or structures, 
	accessory buildings or structures, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	incidental uses, 
	incidental uses, 
	Not identified as permitted use in currentTown OP. Action: Town OP will have to be modified to include ‘incidental uses’ as a permitted use. 

	uses permitted in an approved NiagaraEscarpment Park and Open SpaceMaster/Management Plan, if the subjectland is located within the NiagaraEscarpment Plan Area, 
	uses permitted in an approved NiagaraEscarpment Park and Open SpaceMaster/Management Plan, if the subjectland is located within the NiagaraEscarpment Plan Area, 
	Not identified as permitted use in currentTown OP. Action: Town OP will have to be modified to include ‘uses permitted in an approvedNiagara Escarpment Park and OpenSpace Master/Management Plan, if the subject land is located within the NiagaraEscarpment Plan Area’ as a permitted use. 

	home occupations and cottage industries 
	home occupations and cottage industries 
	Permitted in current Town OP, but the 
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	with a gross floor area not exceeding 100sq m or 25 per cent of the residential livingarea, whichever is lesser, 
	with a gross floor area not exceeding 100sq m or 25 per cent of the residential livingarea, whichever is lesser, 
	with a gross floor area not exceeding 100sq m or 25 per cent of the residential livingarea, whichever is lesser, 
	permitted use does not indicate “whichever is lesser” with respect to the gross floor area. Action: The Town OP will have to be modified to update this permitted use toinclude ‘home occupations and cottage industries with a gross floor area notexceeding 100 sq m or 25 per cent of the residential living area, whichever is lesser’as a permitted use. 

	bed and breakfast establishments with three or fewer guest bedrooms, 
	bed and breakfast establishments with three or fewer guest bedrooms, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	veterinary clinics, only if located on a commercial farm secondary to the farmingoperation, and serving primarily theagricultural community, 
	veterinary clinics, only if located on a commercial farm secondary to the farmingoperation, and serving primarily theagricultural community, 
	Not identified as permitted use in currentTown OP. Action: Town OP will have to be modified to include ‘veterinary clinics, only if locatedon a commercial farm secondary to thefarming operation, and serving primarilythe agricultural community’ as a permitted use. 

	animal kennels, only if located on acommercial farm, secondary to the farming operation, and in conjunction with a single detached dwelling, 
	animal kennels, only if located on acommercial farm, secondary to the farming operation, and in conjunction with a single detached dwelling, 
	Not identified as permitted use in currentTown OP. Action: Town OP will have to be modified to include ‘animal kennels, only if locatedon a commercial farm, secondary to thefarming operation, and in conjunction with a single detached dwelling’ as a permitted use. 

	watershed management and flood and erosion control projects carried out or supervised by a public agency, 
	watershed management and flood and erosion control projects carried out or supervised by a public agency, 
	Permitted in current Town OP. 

	sanitary landfill operation and accessoryuses, only on the Halton WasteManagement Site, and 
	sanitary landfill operation and accessoryuses, only on the Halton WasteManagement Site, and 
	Not identified as permitted use in currentTown OP, however the Halton Waste Management Site is located in Milton andtherefore does not need to be permitted asa use in the Town OP Action: No change required. 

	the following uses only if located on acommercial farm secondary to a farming operation:a) home industries with a gross floor areanot exceeding 200 sq m, 
	the following uses only if located on acommercial farm secondary to a farming operation:a) home industries with a gross floor areanot exceeding 200 sq m, 
	Permitted in current Town OP, but the uses are described in a few sections that also include general policies for homeindustries, commercial uses on farm properties and farm related tourism 
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	b) retail uses with a gross floor area not 
	establishments. exceeding 500 sq m and the majority of the commodities for sale, measured 
	The key change in the permitted uses on a by monetary value, produced or 
	commercial farm secondary to a farming manufactured on the farm, 
	operation is with respect to agriculture-
	operation is with respect to agriculture-
	c) agriculture-related tourism uses with a 

	related tourism uses. The ROP establishes gross floor area not exceeding 500 sq 
	a gross floor area not exceeding 500 m, and 
	square metres, but the current Town OP 
	square metres, but the current Town OP 
	d) small-scale businesses that provide 

	only provides for a maximum gross floor supplementary income to the farming 
	area of 250 square metres. operation provided that: 
	i. such uses are permitted by 
	i. such uses are permitted by 
	Actions #1: The Town OP will have to be 

	specific Local Official Plan policies 
	specific Local Official Plan policies 
	updated to provide for an increase in the 
	and Local Zoning By-laws; 
	maximum gross floor area of farm-related 

	ii. their scale is minor and does not 
	ii. their scale is minor and does not 
	tourism from 250 square metres to 500 
	change the appearance of the 
	square metres, when located on a 
	farming operation; 
	commercial farm secondary to a farming 
	iii. their impact such as noise, odour 
	operation. The Town OP could also 
	and traffic on surrounding land 
	implement a more restrictive gross floor 
	uses is minimal and will not hinder 

	area. 
	surrounding agricultural uses; and 
	iv. they meet all Regional criteria as 
	iv. they meet all Regional criteria as 
	Action #2: The Town OP could consider 

	stated in the On-Farm Business 
	stated in the On-Farm Business 
	updating its permitted uses to read the 
	Guidelines adopted by Council; 
	same as the ROP instead of discussing inseveral sections. 

	subject to site plan approval by the Local 
	Identified in definition for ‘Agricultural Use Municipality, horticultural trade uses 
	or Agricultural Operation’, but the Town OP provided that: 
	does not include site plan approval or 
	i. the use meets all the criteria under 
	criteria. Sections 100(21)d); 
	ii. the farm property accommodating 
	Action: The Town OP will have to be 
	the use is at least 4 hectares in 
	the use is at least 4 hectares in 
	updated to require site plan approval for 
	size ; 
	horticultural trade uses and identify the 

	iii. at least 70 per cent of the arable 
	iii. at least 70 per cent of the arable 
	same criteria as the ROP. 

	area of the farm propertyaccommodating the use isdedicated to the growing of horticultural plants; 
	iv. 
	iv. 
	iv. 
	the use is located within the existing farm building cluster, with only minor rounding out of the cluster permitted provided thatthere are no tree removals; 

	v. 
	v. 
	the gross floor area for the usedoes not exceed 500 sq m; 


	vi. the outdoor storage area for the use 
	25 
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	On the basis of the above, there are some key terms that have a different definition in the ROP from the current Town OP. Where updates to the current Town OP definitions may be required, these have been in Appendix A and below. 
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	vii. 
	vii. 
	vii. 
	does not exceed 1,000 sq m; the use including buildings, outdoorstorage, parking areas, andloading/unloading zones isadequately screened fromneighbouring properties and public

	viii. 
	viii. 
	highways; and the use can be accommodated bythe private water supply and wastewater treatment systems located onthe property. 



	B4. UPDATING AGRICULTURE DEFINITIONS 
	B4. UPDATING AGRICULTURE DEFINITIONS 
	The table below identifies all definitions that are related to permitted uses as well as all other policy in the Agriculture section of the ROP policy. The table lists the term and definition that are currently provided in the ROP, with implications on the Town OP in the far right column. The red text signifies the change that is required to the current Town OP definitions section. 
	It is noted that in some cases the ROP definition is different from the 2014 PPS. Such differences are identified by the underlined text in the ‘Potential Implications on the Town OP’ column. In these cases the 2014 PPS definition is also provided directly below the applicable ROP definition. Where there is a different definition in the 2014 PPS In this regard, the implication on the current Town OP would be to update its definitions to be consistent with the 2014 PPS definition. 
	It is also noted that some terms may also be used in the other sections of this review that address the Natural Heritage System and Mineral Resources. In this case, the term is not repeated below but may be included in Appendix A (Natural Heritage System). 
	Table D: Key terms and definitions for Agriculture policies from the ROP and potentialimplications for the Town OP. 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Definition 
	Potential Implicationsfor Town OP 

	AccessoryBuildings orStructures 
	AccessoryBuildings orStructures 
	means a detached building or structure that isnot used for human habitation, the use of which is naturally and normally incidental to,subordinate to, or exclusively devoted to aprincipal use or building and located on the 
	Same definition in current Town OP. Action: No changerequired. 
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	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Definition 
	Potential Implicationsfor Town OP 

	TR
	same lot. 

	Commercial 
	Commercial 
	means a farm which is deemed to be a viable 
	Same definition in 

	Farm 
	Farm 
	farm operation and which normally producessufficient income to support a farm family. 
	current Town OP. Action: No changerequired. 

	Environmental 
	Environmental 
	means a voluntary, confidential, agricultural 
	No definition in the 

	Farm Plan 
	Farm Plan 
	producer driven planning exercise that usesspecifically designed resource material andtechnical assistance to develop a farm planthat identifies on farm environmental risks and establishes a priority sequence of action items to reduce those risks. 
	current Town OP. Action: Town OP could include a new definition for Environmental Farm Plan. 

	Horticultural 
	Horticultural 
	means a non-farm business associated with 
	No definition in the 

	Trade Uses 
	Trade Uses 
	the sale, supply, delivery, storage,distribution, installation, and/or maintenance of horticultural plants and products used inlandscaping, but does not include usesassociated with the principal agricultural operation. 
	current Town OP. Action: Town OP will have to include a new definition for Horticultural Trade Uses. 

	Incidental Uses 
	Incidental Uses 
	means a use (e.g., swimming pool) normallyaccessory to but not an essential part of an existing use. 
	No definition in the current Town OP. Action: Town OP will have to include a new definition for Incidental Uses. 

	Life Science 
	Life Science 
	means new, neo-traditional products or
	No definition in the 

	Industries 
	Industries 
	services using renewable resources anddeveloped from the advanced understanding of the biology and chemistry of organisms.Examples are personalized genetic medicine,plastics made from corn, and fuel from farm products and waste. 
	current Town OP. Action: Town OP will have to include a new definition for Life Science Industries. 

	Prime 
	Prime 
	means specialty crop lands and those lands
	Different definition in the 

	Agricultural
	Agricultural
	of agricultural soils classes 1, 2 and 3 (and
	current Town OP BUT 

	Lands 
	Lands 
	combination equivalents thereof), as defined in the Canada Land Inventory of Soil Capability for Agriculture, in this order of priority for protection. 
	the current Town OP definition is the same as the 2014 PPS. Action: No changerequired. 
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	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Definition 
	Potential Implicationsfor Town OP 

	Specialty CropArea 
	Specialty CropArea 
	means an area designated using evaluationprocedures established by the Province, asamended from time to time, where specialtycrops such as tender fruits (peaches, cherries, plums), grapes, other fruit crops, vegetable crops, greenhouse crops, and crops from agriculturally developed organic soil lands are predominantly grown, usuallyresulting from: • soils that have suitability to producespecialty crops, or lands that are subject to special climatic conditions, or acombination of both; and/or • a combination
	No definition in the current Town OP. ROP definition is also different from the 2014 PPS. Action: Town OP will have to include a new definition for SpecialtyCrop Area in accordancewith the updateddefinition in the 2014 PPS. 

	Specialty CropArea (2014 PPSdefinition) 
	Specialty CropArea (2014 PPSdefinition) 
	means areas designated using guidelinesdeveloped by the Province, as amended fromtime to time. In these areas, specialty cropsare predominantly grown such as tender fruits(peaches, cherries, plums), grapes, other fruitcrops, vegetable crops, greenhouse crops,and crops from agriculturally developedorganic soil, usually resulting from: a) soils that have suitability to producespecialty crops, or lands that are subjectto special climatic conditions, or acombination of both; b) farmers skilled in the production

	Treescapes 
	Treescapes 
	means a grouping of trees usually foundalong roads and stream courses, andbetween fields. 
	No definition in the current Town OP. Action: Town OP will have to include a new definition for Treescapes. 
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	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Key Term 
	ROP Definition 
	Potential Implicationsfor Town OP 

	On-Farm 
	On-Farm 
	Means uses that are secondary to the
	No definition in the 

	Diversified Use 
	Diversified Use 
	principal agricultural use of the property, andare limited in area. On-farm diversified uses 
	current Town OP or in the ROP. On-farm 

	(2014 PPS
	(2014 PPS
	include, but are not limited to, home 
	diversified uses are a 

	definition) 
	definition) 
	occupations, home industries, agri-tourism uses, and uses that produce value-addedagricultural products. 
	new term introduced bythe 2014 PPS. Action: Town OP Will have to include a new definition for On-Farm Diversified Uses in accordance with the updated definition in the2014 PPS. 
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