












































Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment
Proposed McGibbon Condominium Project
Georgetown, Town of Halton Hills, Ontario Page 11

Figure 5: 1973 photograph of the east side of Main Street, including Stedmans.
(Esquesing Historical Society #13389).

2.4.2 94-96 Mill Street

The two-storey commercial building at 94-96 Mill Street is located on Part of Lot 3, Plan 37 in the Town
of Halton Hills (Figurc 17). According to Halten Sketches Revisited (McDonald 2002:46), Jamcs M.
Buck opecrated a butcher shop in the main floor of this building between cirea 1881 and 1923. McDonald
(2002:46) also notes that the two-storey brick building was built as part of what is now known as the
McGibbon Block, and James Buck Icased space from the hotel proprictors.

1t should be noted that since tax assessment records are not available for Georgetown, a more detailed
history of tenant occupancy of the sccond floor apartments could not be determined.

The 1891 Census Returns confirm that James M. Buck, age 30, was a butcher living in Georgetown at this
time. He was in a houschold with his widowed mother, Sarah, and his three siblings. By the 1901 Census,
he was married with four children, and his household also included one servant and two apprentice
butchers. Schedule 2 confirms that he owned and occupied Part of Lot 3, Mill Street North, in the Town
of Georgetown.

James Buck dicd in 1923, and left his business on to his son, Clarcnce. Clarence continued to opcrate the
shop as Buck’s Finc Foods until his death in the latc 1940s (Figurc 6). McDonald (2002:46) writcs that
Clarence expanded the business by adding groceries and sundries, and he purchased the property from the
McGibbons. A review of the abstract index confirms the transaction occurred in 1941. According to
Clarence Buck’s obituary in the Acton Free Press, “Mr. Buck was onc of the most popular of Georgetown
merchants and enjoyed a good patronage at his attractive store on Mill Street...” (No Author 1947:10).
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'Figure 6: Clarence Buck at Buck’s Food Store in 1923 (McDonald 2002:47).

The 1960 Fire Insurance Plan shows that this building was still operating as a store. The rear concrete
block addition was present by this time (Figure 20). Further, it appears that Clarence Buck’s wife,
Elizabeth, carried on with the shop, as evidenced by an advertisement for Buck’s Fine Foods on Mill
Street that appears in the 1966 Georgetown Directory (Georgetown Jaycees 1966). The shop closed in
1971.

According to the Heritage Halton Hills Urban Inventory (Szczepanik 1994), the former shop then
operated as the Country Fresh Clean Laundromat from the early 1970s until the mid 1990s (Figure 7).
Discussions with the current tenants revealed that the main floor was converted into an apartment from
the mid 1990s to 2010 (Figure 8).

In 2010, the Michael James Buck sold the property to the owners of the Mill Street Cheese Market.

2.4.3 71-77 Main Street South

This three-storey brick building was built in the 1870s by Thomas Clark as a northern addition to his
hotel located at the northeast comer of Main Street South and Mill Street. The main floor has always had
shops fronting on to Main Street South (Figure 9). The second and third floors of this building were likely
additional rooms in the hotel, although they have since been sectioned off and now operate as apartments
and office space. Communications with recent owners of the building revealed that the second and third
floors underwent major refurbishment in the late 1980s, including replacement of the original six-over-six
pane sash windows with the extant one-over-one pane windows.

In 1895, Sam and John McGibbon leased the Clark Hotel in Georgetown. It was officially purchased by
the McGibbon brothers in 1910. They renamed it McGibbon Hotel and the hotel stayed in the McGibbon
family until 1962 (McDonald 2002).
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Figure 9: Winter scene of Main Street showing stores in the McGibbon Block,
¢.1910 (Esquesing Historical Society #00240).

The hotel property operated under Isaac Sitzer Investments of Toronto between 1962 and 1967 and,
between 1967 and 1978, was operated by Gladbar Hotels Limited. In 1978, brothers George and Nick
Markou purchased the hotel. The rear, one-storey concrete block addition that houses a dining area/lounge
area was built circa 1961.

A series of historical photographs viewed in the Esquesing Historical Society archive reveals that there
have been many different tenants occupying the commercial spaces on the main floor. Businesses have
included a pharmacy, barber shop, boutique fashion shop, and jewelry store.

2.4.4 79 Main Street South

A hotel at the northeast corner of Main Street and Mill Street in Georgetown was first constructed by
Robert Jones circa 1850. The earliest reference to Robert Jones and his hotel is in the Canada Directory
for 1857-1858, which lists him as a hotel keeper (No Author 1858:152). The building is also shown on
the 1854 Plan of the Town of Georgetown (Figure 16) and was then known as the Exchange Hotel. In
1867, this two-storey frame structure with gable roof and double verandah was sold to Thomas Clark.
Clark built a three-storey brick addition to the north of the hotel in the 1870s (McDonald 2002:52). The
two-storey extension of the hotel along Mill Street was likely an original component of the hotel built by
Robert Jones, as it appears on the 1854 Plan. Its construction material is not known. This building
arrangement is illustrated in the 1877 Atlas (Figure 10).
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Figure 11: View up the Mill Street hill towards Main Street, circa1908
(Esquesing Historical Society #21522).

i‘ . L
Figure 12: The Drummer’s Snack banner spans the McGibbon Hotel, July 1912
(Esquesing Historical Society #00245).
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Figure 13: Large group of men posing on Main Street South in front of the McGibbon
Hotel, circa 1932 (Esquesing Historical Society #13059).

, - B
Figure 14: Orange Parade on Main Street. Published by the Georgetown
Herald, 13 July 1961 (Esquesing Historical Society #00238).
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ii. yields, or has the
potential to yield,
information that contributes
to an understanding of a
community or culture, or;

The subject property is not known to meet this criterion.

iii. demonstrates or reflects
the work or ideas of an
architect, artist, builder,
designer or theorist who is
significant to a community.

The architect and/or contractor responsible for building this structure is not
known. The subject property is not known to meet this criterion.

3. The property has contextual value because it:

Ontario Heritage Act Criteria

Analysis

i. is important in defining,
maintaining or supporting
the character of an area;

The subject property is associated with the historical development of the
commercial structure of downtown Georgetown. It is considered to have
contextual value because it is important in maintaining the character of the
historic Mill Street streetscape.

ii. is physically,
functionally, visually or
historically linked to its
surroundings, or;

The subject property is physically, functionally, and historically linked to
commercial activities in the area and important in maintaining the visual
character of the historical Mill Street streetscape in Georgetown.

iii. is a landmark.

The subject property is not known to meet this criterion.

The subject property at 94-96 Mill Street met at least one of the criteria contained in Regulation 9/06. The
heritage significance of the property primarily resides in the historical associations of the property with
the Buck family, their butcher shop and later grocery store, the remaining original construction materials
and structural features, and contextual significance as an important part of the historical Mill Street

streetscape in Georgetown.

4.3

Heritage Evaluation of 71-77 Main Street South

The property located at 71-77 Main Street South is listed on the Town of Halton Hills Municipal Heritage
Register. Table 3 contains the evaluation of 71-77 Main Street South against criteria as set out in Ontario
Regulation 9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act.
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Plate 3: Detail of
fenestration on
the west
elevation of 69
Main Street
South, looking
east.

Plate 4: Detail of
recessed
entryway and
large windows
on the west
elevation of 69
Main Street
South, looking
east.
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Plate 5: East
elevation of the
second floor of
the modern rear
addition at 69
Main Street
South, looking
southwest.

Plate 6: East and
north elevations
of the concrete
block addition at
69 Main Street
South, looking
southwest.
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Plate 9: Interior
of former salon
at 69 Main Street
South, looking
east.

Plate 10: Interior
of former salon
at 69 Main Street
South, looking
west towards
Main Street.
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Plate 11: Detail
spa facilities in
69 Main Street
South.

Plate 12: Detail
of the stone
foundations in
the basement of
69 Main Street
South.
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Plate 21: East
elevation of the
structure at 94-
96 Mill Street,
looking
southwest.

Plate 22: Detail
of the brickwork
and foundation
on the east
elevation of the
structure at 94-
96 Mill Street,
looking west.
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Plate 23: Detail
of the east
elevation of the
northern
addition and
second floor
patio at 94-96
Mill Street,
looking west

Plate 24: View of
the main floor
interior of 94-96
Mill Street,
looking north.
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Plate 25: View of
the main floor
interior of 94-96
Mill Street,
looking
southwest.

Plate 26: View of
the main floor
interior of the
northern
addition of 94-
96 Mill Street,
looking
northeast
towards the
parking lot.
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Plate 27: Detail
of the sawn floor
joists and
softwood floor
boards from the
basement at 94-
96 Mill Street.

Plate 28: Detail
of the stone
buttressing and
large support
beams on the
north wall of the
basement at 94-
96 Mill Street,
looking
northwest.
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Plate 29: Detail
of foundations,
blocked
windows, and
un-used stairs in
the basement at
94-96 Mill
Street.

Plate 30: Detail
of the
foundation and
large support
beams in the
basement at 94-
96 Mill Street.
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Plate 31: Detail
of modem
structural steel
posts added to
reinforce the
main floorjoists
in the basement
at 94-96 Mill
Street.

71-77 Main Street South

Plate 32: West
elevation of 71-
77 Main Street
South, looking
east.
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Plate 75: View
from the
intersection of
Main Street
South and Mill
Street, looking
east on Mill
Street,

Plate 76: View of
parking lot at the
northeast
section of the
study area,
looking south to
Mill Street.
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APPENDIX C: Proposed Development Concept

Conceptual
massing- Mill
Street Elevation
(Blousefield
2015: 26)

Conceptual
massing- View
looking north up
Main Street
(Blousefield
2015: 28)
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Consulting Engineers

Photo #1: Front of the building (on Main Street South)

Photo #2: Side of the building (on Mill Street)
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Consulting Engineers

Photo #3: Back of the building

Photo #4: Back of the building
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Photo #8: Visible cracks
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