PDS-2015-0019
March 27, 2015

REPORT
REPORT TO:

Mayor Bonnette and Members of Council

REPORT FROM:

Damian Szybalski, Corporate Planning Project Lead and
Manager of Sustainability

DATE:

March 27, 2015

REPORT NO.:

PDS-2015-0019

RE:

Ontario’s Climate Change Discussion Paper 2015
File No.: D27-CC

RECOMMENDATION:
THAT Report No. PDS-2015-0019, dated March 27, 2015 regarding the Town’s
comments on “Ontario’s Climate Change Discussion Paper 2015”, be received;
AND FURTHER THAT the comments contained in Appendix 1 to Report No. PDS2015-0019 be approved as the Town’s comments on “Ontario’s Climate Change
Discussion Paper 2015”;
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this report be sent to the Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change, Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and the GTA-Clean Air
Council.

PURPOSE OF REPORT:
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of “Ontario’s Climate
Change Discussion Paper 2015” released by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change. It is also to outline comments that were forwarded to the Ministry.
To meet Provincial commenting period deadlines, the latter comments were forwarded
from staff and indicate that they are subject to Council approval. Lastly, it is to obtain
Council’s approval of Town comments.
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BACKGROUND:
In February 2015, the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change released the
“Ontario’s Climate Change Discussion Paper – 2015”. The Discussion Paper is
available at: www.ontario.ca/climatechange
The Discussion Paper outlines matters that the Province will consider in developing a
long-term climate change strategy and an accompanying 5-year action plan. The
Strategy is to be released later in 2015 and will be designed to achieve the Province’s
greenhouse gas reduction targets. The targets include an 80 per cent greenhouse gas
emission reduction by 2050 and carbon neutrality by the end of the century.
The Discussion Paper notes that “climate change is the critical issue of our time.” Via
the Paper, the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change has engaged Ontarians
in a conversation around climate change, with a long-term vision for a low-carbon
economy defined as one “…that pollutes less, wastes less and makes more efficient
and productive use of energy, water and resources.” Feedback on the Discussion
Paper will inform Ontario’s Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan.
Among other things, the Discussion Paper:
 Recognizes that climate change is occurring and that resulting severe weather
events (e.g. ice storms, flooding) are having adverse socio-economic impacts on
Ontario communities.
 Emphasizes that action is needed now.
 Emphasizes the need to move to a low-carbon economy that uses less fossil
fuels and supports innovation.
 Outlines goals and objectives for achieving Ontario’s climate change vision. This
will require significant transformation, including major changes in how
communities are build, how energy is produced and used, and how people and
goods move. One of the mechanisms proposed to be used to create a low
carbon economy is carbon pricing. Various options are put forward that would
place a dollar value on greenhouse gas emissions. Assigning a dollar value to
emissions is intended to drive investment in technologies that reduce emissions,
and shift economic activity away from fossil fuels.
 Outlines ten guiding principles for achieving a low-carbon economy. The vision is
for Ontario to:
o Be a leader in climate change mitigation and science.
o Build a strong carbon neutral economy, communities, infrastructure and
energy.
o Leave a legacy of a healthy world for our children and future generations.
o Protect ecosystems, including air, land and water.
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 Outlines actions and policy changes that are critical to meeting Ontario’s shortterm greenhouse gas emission reduction targets, and include climate change
considerations in government decisions. Possible actions include placing a
price on carbon emissions; improving efficiency in key sectors (e.g.
transportation, buildings, electricity), supporting science, research and
technology; and promoting climate resiliency and risk management.
 Poses several questions that will help shape the Strategy. These questions
relate to the knowledge of First Nations and Metis communities; actions by key
sectors (e.g. transportation, agriculture, industry, government); barriers to
broader electric vehicle use; communities and built form (e.g. stabilizing
transportation and building emissions, building net zero communities, renewable
energy, efficient building operation, energy efficiency of existing building stock,
climate change vulnerability and risk assessment); approaches to putting a price
on carbon emissions; and technological approaches to creating a low-carbon
economy.

COMMENTS:
A June 2012 report prepared for the Insurance Bureau of Canada by the Institute for
Catastrophic Loss Reduction, estimated the financial impacts (i.e. insured losses)
caused by severe weather to have ranged from $10 to $50 billion globally each year
over the past decade. In 2011, these costs reached $100 billion. In Canada alone,
between 2009 and 2011, losses reached about $3.6 billion. 1
Although occurring globally, climate change impacts are felt locally at the municipal
level. Local governments are strategically positioned to make a significant contribution
to addressing climate change, and reducing energy use and greenhouse gas
emissions. This is because local governments have the ability to work closely with
community stakeholders, and to act quickly to implement effective measures.
Generally speaking, the objectives outlined in the Discussion Paper align well with
many of the actions already being taken by the Town, positioning Halton Hills to make a
meaningful contribution to climate change mitigation and adaptation. These actions
include:


The Town is a member of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)
Partners for Climate Protection Program (PCP), consisting of about 270
municipalities committed to taking action on climate change.

1

Telling the Weather Story. June 2012. Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction. Prepared for the
Insurance
Bureau
of
Canada.
Accessed
June
11,
2014.
Available
at:
www.ibc.ca/en/Natural_Disasters/documents/McBean_Report.pdf
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The Town is a member of the GTA-Clean Air Council, a network of 26 GTA
municipalities working collaboratively on actions that will improve air quality, and
facilitate climate change mitigation and adaptation.



The Town has and continues to implement key actions that will help mitigate and
adapt to climate change impacts, including its:
o Community Sustainability Strategy
o Mayor’s Community Energy Plan
o Green Development Standards
o Corporate Sustainable Building Strategy
o Transportation Master Plan
o Cycling Master Plan
o Construction of LEED® and highly efficient facilities
o Use of Low Impact Development techniques



Recognizing the importance of climate change impacts on Halton Hills, in the Fall
of 2013, the Town’s Environmental Advisory Committee (TEAC) delivered a
report titled “Preparing for Change in Our Climate”. This report responded to the
Mayor’s request of TEAC to explore adaptation options that would prepare
Halton Hills for climate change. TEAC consulted with community advisors,
climate change adaptation experts, and staff leaders from the Town, Halton
Region, Conservation Authorities, school boards and Halton Hills Hydro. TEAC’s
work also took into account the Community Sustainability Strategy and the
Mayor’s Community Energy Plan projects.
The report noted that our climate has already begun to change. It pointed to the
fact that scientific evidence indicates that this change will likely accelerate over
the next several decades. Among other things, the result will be more extreme
weather events.
To respond to changing climatic conditions and encourage adaptation, TEAC
recommended that the Town be a leader in building a resilient community by
developing an adaptation plan.
Similar to the Town’s many other initiatives, TEAC’s report once again
demonstrated the Town’s proactive approach to climate change, and the
recognition of the subject’s importance.

Appendix 1 to this report outlines staff-level comments which were forwarded to the
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change. At the time of being forwarded to the
Province, staff noted that all comments were subject to review, approval and/or
amendment by Town Council. Town staff also noted that amended and/or additional
comments may be provided by Council at a later date. Due to the short 45 day
comment period ending on March 29, 2015, Town staff were not able to present these
comments to Council prior to the Provincial comment deadline.
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The comments are organized around key areas of interested to the Town of Halton
Hills, specifically: Leadership; Province-Municipal Partnership and Resources; LandUse Planning; Inter-Ministry Coordination; Carbon Pricing; Transportation;
Infrastructure; Implementation; Education; and Community Engagement.

RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN:
Sustainability is one of ten Council priorities identified in the Town’s Strategic Action
Plan, and repeatedly referenced throughout the Strategic Plan’s Strategic Objectives
and Strategic Actions. Taking action on climate change will better enable the Town to
fulfill its many sustainability objectives, especially those related to energy.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
At this time, there is no Financial Impact associated with this report.

COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT:
A copy of this report will be shared per its recommendations.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS:
The Town is committed to implementing our Community Sustainability Strategy,
Imagine Halton Hills. Doing so will lead to a higher quality of life. The relationship
between this report and the Strategy is summarized below:
Do the report’s recommendations advance the Strategy’s implementation? Yes
Which pillar(s) of sustainability does this report support?
Economic Prosperity
Environmental Health
Overall, the alignment of this report with the Community Sustainability Strategy is:
Very Good
There is a strong alignment between the Discussion Paper and the Community
Sustainability Strategy, especially the focus areas of:





Diversified and Resilient Economy
Knowledge-Based Industry & Research and Innovation
Energy, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Green Economy, Infrastructure
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Natural Heritage
Land Use
Housing
Transportation

CONSULTATION:
A copy of the Climate Change Discussion Paper was shared with appropriate Town
staff. Any comments received were incorporated into the Town’s comments.

CONCLUSION:
This report has provided Council with an overview of “Ontario’s Climate Change
Discussion Paper 2015”. It also sought Council’s approval of Town comments as
outlined in Appendix 1.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________
Damian Szybalski, M.Sc.Pl, MCIP, RPP
Corporate Planning Project Lead and
Manager of Sustainability

John Linhardt, M.Pl., MCIP, RPP
Director of Planning, Development
and Sustainability

David Smith
Chief Administrative Officer
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APPENDIX 1 to Report No. PDS-2015-0019
-Comments to the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change-
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