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REPORT 
 

REPORT TO: 
 
Mayor Bonnette and Members of Council 

REPORT FROM: 
 
Tara Buonpensiero, Senior Planner - Policy 

DATE: 
 
February 11, 2014 

REPORT NO.: 
 
PDS-2014-0002 

RE: 
 
Vision Georgetown – Phase 2 Status Report  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT Report No. PDS-2014-0002, dated February 11, 2014, regarding the Phase 2 
Status Report for the Vision Georgetown project be received. 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council endorse the Vision and Guiding Principles (attached as 
Schedule I) as the basis for the preparation of a Secondary Plan for the Southwest 
Georgetown lands, beginning with preparation of a preliminary Land Use Concept as the 
next step in the process.  
 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Vision Georgetown project was initiated in April 2013, with the retention of a 
consultant team led by Meridian Planning Consultants. The project is being prepared in 
accordance with a six phase work program as outlined in the approved Terms of 
Reference and summarized on Figure 1.    
 
In June 2013, planning staff prepared a report to Council (PDS-2013-0050), which 
summarized the results of Phase 1 of the Vision Georgetown project and included a 
summary of the Community Engagement Strategy, Project Charter and Detailed Work 
Program. Through the recommendations of that report, Council endorsed the Project 
Charter and the Community Engagement Strategy.  
 
Since June 2013, planning staff and the project team have been working on Phase 2 of 
the Vision Georgetown project.  

http://www.bizpalinfo.com/hhills/edocs/helptext/reportGeneral1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportrecommendation1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportBackground1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportBackground1.htm


Page 2 of 70 
 

Figure 1: Project Phases and Deliverables 

 
 

Purpose 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the Vision Georgetown project, 
and specifically the deliverables completed to date from Phase 2 which includes:  

 a summary of community engagement initiatives;  

 an overview of the first two community engagement events;  

 a Background Discussion Paper prepared by Meridian Planning Consultants and 
existing conditions reports prepared by a number of the project sub-consultants;  

 a Subwatershed Study status update including a draft Characterization Report 
and preliminary Natural Heritage System mapping; and,  

 draft Vision and Guiding Principles.  
 

COMMENTS: 
 

A. Community Engagement 

 
As is evidenced by the comprehensive Community Engagement Strategy that has been 
prepared for the Vision Georgetown project, community engagement is a very important 
consideration in this project. A number of initiatives have been undertaken to 
meaningfully engage Halton Hills residents and stakeholders in the Vision Georgetown 

process. The initiatives are described below.  
 

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportComments1.htm
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A1. Project Webpage/Survey 
 
The project webpage (visiongeorgetown.ca) was originally launched in June 2013. 
Since that time, there have been regular updates to the webpage with new documents, 
staff reports, and information from the community engagement sessions. There is also 
a section on the webpage where people can sign up to be added to the project 
notification list (discussed in the next section).   
 
As of the end of January 2014, there have been 5,950 visitors to the webpages. A 
survey was also posted on the website asking people to rank the characteristics that 
they feel contribute to a great neighbourhood. There were 100 respondents and the top 
4 answers were:  

1. Natural Areas and Woodlots (19.2%) 

2. A Range of Housing Types (11.2%) 

3. Safety (10.9%) 

4. Walking Paths (10.0%) 
 
A2. Project Notification List 
 
As of the end of January 2014 there are 216 contacts on the project notification list. 
Contacts on the notification list receive regular project updates through email, are 
advised when reports are proceeding to Council and are notified of upcoming 
community engagement events.  
 
A3. Media Releases 
 
Since the launch of the Vision Georgetown project, there have been three media 
releases issued for the project as follows:  

Media Release #1 - Project Launch 

Media Release #2 – Notice of First Community Information Session 

Media Release #3 – Notice of the Community Visioning Session 
 
These media releases resulted in two articles in the Independent and Free Press. The 
first article advised the public of the September 16

th
, 2013 Community Information 

Session. The second article reported on the September 16
th

, 2013 meeting,   
highlighting that there was good attendance at the meeting and providing a summary of 
the key information that was presented that evening.   

 
A4. Newsletter 
 
The first edition of the Vision Georgetown newsletter was finalized in September 2013. 
Copies of the newsletter were distributed at the Civic Centre, Gellert Community 
Centre, Mold-Masters SportsPlex, Georgetown Seniors Centre and the Halton Hills 
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Chamber of Commerce. A copy of the newsletter is attached to this report as Schedule 
A.  
 
The second edition of the newsletter will be distributed in early March 2014.  
 
A5. Community Events 
 
Town Planning staff attended both the Georgetown Fall Fair and the Georgetown 
Farmers Market in the fall of 2013 to help raise community awareness of the Vision 
Georgetown project.  
 
A6. Signage 
 
Signage is another tool being used to raise awareness of the Vision Georgetown 
project. A sign has been placed on the west side of 8

th
 Line between Miller Drive and 

Argyll Road. This sign was installed in September 2013 and will remain there until the 
Vision Georgetown project is completed.  The bottom of the sign is regularly updated to 
advertise upcoming public events.  A second identical sign is to be located on Trafalgar 
Road, north of 10 Side Road.  
 
The marquee signs at Mold-Masters SportsPlex and Gellert Community Centre have 
also been used to advertise the September 16

th
 and November 2

nd
 community events.  

Photographs of both the 8
th

 Line and one example of the marquee sign have been 
included as Schedule B to this report. 
 
A7. Social Media 
 
Since June 2013, the Town‟s Facebook and Twitter accounts were used to distribute 
information on upcoming meetings and to make the public aware of the Vision 
Georgetown website, online survey and project newsletters.  
 
A8. Newspaper Notices 
 
To advertise the September and November community engagement events, newspaper 
notices were placed in the Independent and Free Press in August and October.  
 
A9. Direct Mail Outs 
 
Notice of both the September 16

th
 and November 2

nd
 community engagement events 

were mailed directly to property owners within 120 metres of the study area.  This 
included direct mailing of notification to approximately 390 property owners.  
 
A10. Project Steering Committee 
 
A Steering Committee has been established for the Vision Georgetown project. The 
committee is chaired by Councillor Johnson, and members include Mayor Bonnette, 



Page 5 of 70 
 

local and Regional Council representation, as well as representation from relevant 
Committees of Council, Halton Hills Hydro, the Chamber of Commerce and the 
Georgetown Business Improvement Area, landowners, and two residents.  
 
The role of the Steering Committee is to provide updates to the groups the members 
represent, as well as to provide input into the Vision Georgetown project on behalf of 
the groups they represent.  
 
There have been two meetings of the Steering Committee during Phase II of the 
project. The first meeting was to obtain input on the proposed format and questions to 
be asked at the Visioning Workshop, and the second was to obtain feedback on the 
draft Vision and Guiding Principles.  
 
A11. Consultation Kits 
 
Consultation Kits are another tool being used to obtain public input. The primary 
purpose of the Consultation Kit is to outreach to community groups through 
„consultation in a box‟.  
 
Members of the Vision Georgetown Steering Committee were encouraged to use these 
kits to obtain input from the various groups that they are representing on the 
Committee. For example, the representative from the Town‟s Environmental Advisory 
Committee (TEAC) would be encouraged to arrange a session with TEAC to obtain 
their input at key milestones of the project. The kit could also be used by any member 
of the general public that may be interested in assembling a group and providing input. 
 
The following information is included within the kit:  

 An introduction and overview of the Vision Georgetown project 

 A facilitators guide to help lead the participants through the consultation kit 

 A workbook to be filled out during the consultation session and returned to the 
Town  

 
To date five Consultation Kits have been submitted providing input into the vision and 
guiding principles for the Vision Georgetown project.  
 
These kits have been created in a manner that allows them to be updated and used at 
key points in the Vision Georgetown planning process. The next version of the 
Consultation Kit will be seeking input on draft land use concepts for the subject lands.  

 
A12. Success of Community Engagement to Date 

 
An important element of the Vision Georgetown Community Engagement Strategy is to 
monitor and report on the success of the community engagement initiatives that have 
been undertaken to date. As was summarized in the sections above, the two public 
events held to date were well attended, the website has had a significant number of hits 
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and there are a significant number of people who have joined the notification list for the 
Vision Georgetown project.   
 
The Town has implemented a number of community engagement initiatives for the 
Vision Georgetown project that have not been used on other land use planning projects 
undertaken  in the Town to date. Some of these initiatives include project signage, 
online surveys, social media and consultation kits (the details of which are described 
above). Based on the community interest in the project to this point, it is recommended 
that the Town continue using the community engagement methods that have been 
used up until this point.  
 
Once land use concepts have been developed, staff will undertake additional 
community outreach with local youth (through high schools and the Mayor‟s Youth 
Action Committee) and seniors (through the seniors centre).  

 

B. Community Engagement Events 

 
B1. Community Information Session 
 
The first Vision Georgetown community information session was held in the evening of 
September 16, 2013 in the Theatre at the Cultural Centre. The purpose of this first 
session was to introduce the project and provide background information on the 
planning process to date, which resulted in the designation of the subject lands as a 
Future Residential/Mixed Use Area.   
 
Approximately 140 people attended the community information session. The meeting 
started with a presentation of background materials and project parameters given by 
the project consultant and Town planning staff, followed by a brief question and answer 
period. During the last segment of the meeting, the project facilitator, Glenn Pothier of 
GLPi, led a rapid response exercise asking people to respond to a number of questions 
from their seats.  At the conclusion of the meeting, attendees were encouraged to 
attend the next public session to provide input into the vision and guiding principles for 
the Vision Georgetown project.  Notes from the Community Information Session have 
been attached to this report as Schedule C.  
 
B2. Vision and Guiding Principles Workshop 
 
Following the Community Information Session, a half day public workshop was held to 
obtain stakeholders input into the vision and guiding principles for the Vision 
Georgetown project. This session was held at the Gellert Community Centre on 
Saturday November 2, 2013 in the afternoon.  
 
Approximately 70 people attended the Community Visioning Session.  The meeting 
started with a presentation by Town staff and the project consultant on the background 
of the project to provide a refresher for those that attended the previous session and 
some context for those that were new participants in the project.  
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Following the presentation, the project facilitator (Glenn Pothier of GLPi), led the public 
through a group response exercise which allowed participants to answer multiple choice 
questions on a variety of themes as follows:  

Theme #1: Community Structure 

Theme #2: Mobility 

Theme #3: Built Form 

Theme #4: Conservation 
 
To respond to the multiple choice questions, Data on the Spot (DOTS) technology was 
used. Each participant was provided with a hand held remote control device that 
allowed them to select an answer to the multiple choice question provided.  Once all of 
the answers to a question are entered, the results are instantaneously provided on the 
screen. 
 
Following the group response exercise, attendees were encouraged to participate in 
small group discussions at tables of approximately 8 people. Facilitators were at each 
table to encourage discussion on a number of questions within the four themes 
identified above, and the responses were recorded in workbooks.  The Visioning 
Workshop Summary has been provided under separate cover, however Figure 2 below 
visually demonstrates the key themes that we heard through the Visioning Workshop. 
 

Figure 2:  Word Cloud Demonstrating Key Themes from the Community Visioning 

Workshop 

 
B3. Summary of Input Received through Community Engagement Initiatives 
 
Consultation completed to date has focused on obtaining input on key elements to be 
included as part of the Vision and Guiding Principles for the Vision Georgetown project. 
As is demonstrated through the results of the Public Workshop, there is quite a range of 
ideas and views on what members of the public would like achieved through the Vision 
Georgetown project.  Described below are the themes that were consistently heard 
throughout stakeholder consultation.  
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Theme #1: Community Structure 

• Preserve natural areas and work with existing topography 

• Integrate the new community with the rest of Halton Hills  

• Building neighbourhood focal points would help create a sense of community 
 

Theme #2: Mobility 

• Need to avoid gridlock 

• Ensure safe movement for people of all ages 

• Don‟t just plan for the automobile 

• Mixed opinions with respect to planning for transit 

 

Theme #3: Built Form 

• Provide a variety of housing types spread throughout the community 

• Limit height of new buildings (from 4-8 storeys) 

• Provide housing for all ages and incomes 

• Add to the small town feel 

 

Theme #4: Conservation 

• Follow best practices 

• Encourage Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) designation 
(solar panels, green roofs etc.)  

• Encourage community gardens 

 

C. Background Analysis and Existing Conditions  

 
One of the main tasks included in Phase 2 of the project is background research and 
information gathering. The project is now nearing completion of Phase 2, and in 
addition to the Phase 2 work completed to date, a substantial amount of background 
work for the detailed component studies to be completed in Phase 3 has also been 
undertaken.  
 
This information has been compiled into a Background Discussion Paper to which a set 
of existing conditions reports have been appended. The Background Discussion Paper 
is provided under separate cover.  
 
C1. Background Discussion Paper 
 
The Background Discussion Paper is a resource that summarizes all relevant 
background information including plans, policies, guidelines, strategies and any other 
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pertinent documents from various levels of government that must be considered as the 
Secondary Plan is being prepared.   
 
Some examples of the relevant background information include applicable Regional 
and local policies pertaining to: 

 population, housing and employment 
targets  

 natural heritage  

 land use patterns  

 development density  

 transportation network  

 development phasing 

 stormwater management 

 environmental impact assessments 

 air quality 

 servicing  

 community infrastructure 

 
The Background Discussion Paper provides a summary of each of the policy areas and 
provides a brief overview of implications of the policies on the Vision Georgetown 
project.  
 
C2. Existing Condition Reports 
 
Sub-consultants have prepared a number of existing condition reports which are 
appended to the Background Discussion Paper on the following topics:    

a) Agricultural Impact  

b) Archaeological Resources 

c) Parks and Facilities 

d) Heritage Resources 

e) Transportation 

f) Infrastructure 
 
A brief summary of each of the existing condition reports is provided below: 
 
a) Agricultural Impact (Phase I) 
 
The Region of Halton has prepared guidelines for the preparation of Agricultural Impact 
Assessments, the purpose of which is to protect agricultural land and to minimize 
adverse impacts on agriculture, both in the immediate vicinity of the development, and 
on the broader community  
 
As part of the Vision Georgetown project, a Phase I Agricultural Impact Report has 
been prepared which characterizes the agricultural lands within the study area and 
applies the Provincial Minimum Distance Separation Requirements within 1 km of the 
study area.  
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The report summarizes the soil resources and climate in the area including annual 
precipitation, freeze risk and crop heat levels, and identifies two relatively small areas of 
artificial (or tile) drainage in the study area.  
 
The study also applies the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 1 formula, which is a 
land use planning tool that recommends setback distances for non-farm development 
from farm operations based on maximum capacity of the barn for livestock, type of 
manure system, and type of land use. The objective of MDS is to prevent land use 
conflicts and minimize nuisance complaints from odour. 
 
The results of the MDS review determined that there are four farms within 1 km of the 
study area, and preliminary analysis indicates that three may affect the subject lands. A 
map of the results of the MDS application can be seen on Schedule D to this report.  
 
Stage II of the Agricultural Impact Assessment will refine potential impact areas and 
make recommendations on mitigation of impacts to agriculture. 
 

b) Archaeological Resources 
 
Through the results of the Stage 1 Archaeological Resources Assessment, the 
consultant concluded that over 90% of the study area has potential for the presence of 
significant precontact or Euro-Canadian archaeological resources. 
 
Through a separate review undertaken by the landowner, a Stage 1-4 archaeological 
assessment and salvage excavations have already been completed for Lot 11 and the 
south half of Lot 12, Concession 8, which are the Mattamy lands at the southern 
boundary of the study area.  A recommendation and associated documentation has 
been submitted to the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, to clear these 
lands of further archaeological concern. At the time of writing this report, there has been 
no response from the Ministry concurring with the recommendation. 
  
Any future development within the study area (outside of the lands described as Lot 11 
and south half of Lot 12, Concession 8), must be preceded by a Stage 2 archeological 
assessment. This further assessment is required prior to any land disturbing activities 
taking place.  
 
c) Parks and Community Facilities 
 
Monteith Brown prepared the Town‟s Recreation and Parks Strategic Action Plan in 
2007, and has been retained as part of the Vision Georgetown project consultant team 
to assess the recreation and parks requirements for the new development. They have 
prepared a preliminary assessment of the recreation and parks needs as a result of the 
population increase of 20,000 associated with development of the Georgetown 
expansion lands.   
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The preliminary assessment supports the need for a gymnasium, youth and seniors‟ 
space and an enlarged fitness centre at the Gellert Community Centre and also 
projects the need for two new ice pads between 2021 and 2031 contingent upon usage 
rates remaining consistent.   
 
With respect to outdoor facilities, based on a preliminary assessment, the additional 
population could generate the requirement for:  

 15.5 unlit equivalent soccer fields  

 10 unlit equivalent ball diamonds  

 5 tennis courts 

 4 half basketball courts 

 1 splash pad 

 13 playground sets 
 
The Official Plan includes parkland targets of 1.2 hectares of local parkland per 1,000 
residents and 2.5 hectares of non-local parkland per 1,000 residents. Based on these 
targets, 24 hectares of local parkland and 50 hectares of non-local parkland are 
required to serve the 20,000 residents forecasted for the Georgetown expansion lands. 
 
In summary, the preliminary assessment supports the expansion of the Gellert 
Community Centre and further analysis will need to be undertaken to determine  how 
best to meet the sports field needs of the future residents of this community. In addition, 
it is important that land banking or land securement opportunities be considered to 
ensure the Town can respond to future arena and/or Local/Non‐Local Parkland needs.  
 
Recreation and parks requirements for the new community will be further reviewed 
during preparation of land use concepts, and during preparation of the Community 
Infrastructure Plan, where the relationship between these facilities and other community 
facilities will be explored. 
 
d)  Heritage Resources 
 
As a result of a heritage resource survey, the consultant (Unterman McPhail 
Associates) identified 8 cultural heritage landscapes and 5 built heritage resources 
within and adjacent to the study area as summarized on Schedule E to this report and 
shown on the map attached to this report as Schedule F. 
 
This report is an existing conditions report and therefore only identifies existing heritage 
resources. A subsequent report will be prepared which will include recommendations on 
conservation of heritage resources as appropriate.  
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e)  Transportation 
 
Hatch Mott MacDonald has been retained as part of the project consultant team to 
complete the transportation analysis for the Vision Georgetown project. The 
transportation background report provides a summary of the planning context and 
recognizes there may be implications from Provincial and Inter-Regional initiatives 
including the Metrolinx “The Big Move” Regional Transportation Plan, the GTA West 
Planning and Environmental Assessment Study and the Halton-Peel Boundary Area 
Transportation Study, as well as policies and Transportation Master Plans that are in 
effect at both the Regional and local municipal level.  
 
The Town of Halton Hills Transportation Master Plan included some initial findings that 
relate to the study area including a review of the existing transportation conditions, 
travel characteristics and identified the existing and planned area transportation system. 
Highlights of this information were included in this background document.  
 
Stage II of the transportation study will conduct a detailed transportation review within 
the study area including transportation modelling. The transportation consultants will 
work in collaboration with the rest of the project team to structure the main road network 
and associated policies for the subject lands and identify any implications of this new 
development on the surrounding areas.  
 
f) Infrastructure (Water and Wastewater) 
 
The Municipal Infrastructure Group was retained as part of the project consultant team 
to carry out a Functional Servicing Report for the future development area. At this time 
a review has been prepared which summarizes background information relevant to the 
study area. The Sustainable Halton Water and Wastewater Master Plan (AECOM, 
2011) provides for the servicing of the Southwest Georgetown development through 
lake-based water and wastewater systems.  
 

D.  Subwatershed Study Update 
 
An integral component of the Vision Georgetown Integrated Planning Project is the 
completion of a Subwatershed Study. The result of this study will be a Subwatershed 
Plan that allows for sustainable development, while protecting natural heritage features 
and ecological functions, involving detailed work to confirm the geographic extent of a 
Natural Heritage System, and the preparation of appropriate land use policies within the 
Secondary Plan. 
 
Within the study area, there are a number of catchment areas that form part of the 
larger individual subwatersheds that drain to the south, outletting to Sixteen Mile Creek 
or to Silver Creek to the east.  The management strategy presents the approach to 
manage resource use that will protect, rehabilitate, and enhance the environment within 
the subwatershed, and meet the goals and objectives set for the Subwatershed Study.  
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Four distinct phases of activities will be required for the final Subwatershed Plan: 
 

1. Characterization 
2. Impact Assessment 
3. Implementation Plan 
4. Monitoring   

 
D1. Subwatershed Characterization 
 
The first phase involves the collection of detailed information from the perspectives of 
hydrology, hazards (flood, erosion), geomorphology, hydrogeology, water quality, 
aquatic ecology, and terrestrial ecology, in order to obtain a comprehensive 
characterization of the subwatershed(s). The Subwatershed Team started the collection 
of field data in April 2013.  In total, a minimum of four seasons of continuous data 
collection is required to complete the characterization. The Subwatershed 
Chracterization Report is expected to be finalized in the next several months.  
 
D2. Development of a Natural Heritage System 
 
A key deliverable at this stage of the Vision Georgetown project is the delineation of a 
preliminary Natural Heritage System (NHS), to be used as a key „building block‟ for the 
preparation of a Land Use Concept in the latter part of Phase 2. This NHS is subject to 
revision based upon the results of the continuing data analysis and input from key 
agency stakeholders.  
 
The NHS will be developed through a multi-disciplinary approach taking into account 
biotic and abiotic components through a functional assessment. The process should be 
understood as an iterative one in which the preliminary NHS forms a building block for 
the Land Use Concept, which is the basis for impact assessment, and refinement of the 
NHS, which in turn informs the preferred Land Use Alternative and final Secondary 
Plan.  
 
A Subwatershed Technical Advisory (TAC) Meeting was held on December 11, 2013 
and a follow-up meeting of Agencies on January 23, 2014.  Participants in the TAC are 
the lead technical team (AECOM), Town Infrastructure Services and Planning staff, 
outside agencies such as the Credit Valley and Halton Conservation Authorities and 
Regional Municipality of Halton, and environmental consultants retained by the 
Southwest Georgetown Landowners Group (SWGLOG). The intent of the TAC 
meetings are to review the collection of field data, clarify questions from the Agencies 
and strategize for the formation of an area map (Constraints Map) for the proposed 
Natural Heritage System.         
 
Schedule G provides a Preliminary „Key Features, Initial Enhancement and Functional 
Areas‟ Map for the area of study.  As noted above, this Map is still preliminary and is 
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subject to further revision once additional data becomes available and is vetted through 
the outside Agencies.   
 
The Subwatershed Team will be working with the team working on the Secondary Plan 
to ensure that the land use plans are developed in a manner that meets the 
Subwatershed goals and objectives.       

 

E. Vision and Guiding Principles 
 
A significant amount of information has been collected as a result of background work 
and input received through community consultation undertaken as part of Phases I and 
II of the Vision Georgetown project.  A number of Town documents were reviewed 
during preparation of the Vision and Guiding Principles, some of which include the 
Official Plan, Integrated Sustainability Strategy, and the Cultural Master Plan. Based on 
all of the information collected to date, four key component areas have been 
established to form the basis for the draft Vision and Guiding Principles as follows: 
 

1. There are a number of elements/characteristics of the subject lands, and more 
broadly of the Town, that need to be preserved and enhanced. These elements 
include: 

 A high quality of life; 

 The rural countryside and local agricultural community; 

 Cultural heritage resources; 

 A unique, small town character; 

 Natural heritage and topographical features; and 

 Scenic beauty. 

 
2. There are ways in which the new urban community needs to be different than how 

other communities have previously been developed in Halton Hills. For example: 

 Land and other resources should be used more efficiently; 

 The transportation system should accommodate alternative and active modes of 
travel, and not focus solely on the automobile; 

 There should be a greater mix of uses that are well connected and integrated; 
and 

 Sustainable approaches to development and green building technologies should 
be encouraged. 

 
3. There are some essential elements of a complete community that need to be met 

and provided for, such as: 

 A natural heritage and open space system; 
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 A range of housing available for all ages, incomes, needs, and stages of life; 

 An appropriate amount and range of commercial and shopping areas; 

 An appropriate amount and range of community services and facilities; 

 A wide variety of parks, public spaces, and cultural opportunities; and 

 Meeting places and opportunities for neighbourliness. 

 
4. There are some desirable elements of healthy communities that should be provided 

for, including: 

 A distinct community identity and sense of place; 

 Attractive built environment and interesting architecture; 

 Economic prosperity and a healthy business environment; 

 Access to environmental areas and open spaces; and 

 A friendly, neighbourly environment. 
 
 
Based upon the above themes derived from public input and key Town documents, the 
draft Vision and Guiding Principles are as follows:  
 

Draft Vision 

To be the New Community of Choice. 
 

The Vision Georgetown community is an inspiring new urban community; distinctive 

in the way it looks and functions, fostering healthy lifestyles, neighbourliness, 

economic prosperity, and local pride.  It is a resilient, sustainable, complete, and 

compact community, with a thriving natural heritage system.  It feels like a small 

Town and is physically connected to the broader community of Georgetown and the 

Town of Halton Hills.  It honours the rich heritage of the Town, emphasizes people, 

and provides choices for day-to-day living.  Overall, the Vision Georgetown 

community is an exceptional, forward thinking, and innovative model for new 

community development. 
 

Draft Guiding Principles 

1. To design a community that is connected internally and integrated with the rest of 
Georgetown, and other surrounding communities, through a network of roads, paths 
and trails. 

2. To provide wide range of residential, commercial, and institutional uses, in a manner 
that reduces the need for an automobile to meet the daily needs of life. 
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3. To protect existing topographical and natural heritage features and areas, and their 
associated ecological functions, and identify a linked natural heritage and open 
space system. 

4. To create distinct neighbourhoods that feature community focal points and bring 
people and activities together.  

5. To provide a range and mix of housing that is available to all ages, abilities, incomes 
and household sizes. 

6. To provide adequate retail and service commercial development, in a timely manner 
through various commercial areas, which are designed for people and pedestrians.  

7. To encourage a high standard of design that reflects existing small town character, 
creates a sense of place, and contributes to civic pride.  

8. To ensure convenient access to a range of types and sizes of parks and public 
spaces, which provide opportunities for recreation, neighbourliness, community 
events, and cultural activities. 

9. To provide a range of accessible community facilities in a timely manner and to co-
locate these facilities where possible. 

10. To establish a transportation system that safely and efficiently accommodates 
different forms of travel (including automobiles, walking, and cycling) and plans for 
future public transit. 

11. To provide opportunities for local economic development in a manner that fosters 
competitiveness and a prosperous business environment.  

12. To ensure new infrastructure is developed in a manner that minimizes social and 
environmental impacts, and considers long-term maintenance, operational, and 
financial requirements. 

13. To apply sustainable development practices and encourage innovation, in order to 
maximize resource and energy conservation. 

14. To conserve key cultural and built heritage resources as a vital link to our rich 
history. 

 
Through the recommendations of this report, we are seeking Council‟s endorsement of 
the Vision and Guiding Principles as the basis for preparation of a Secondary Plan. 
Ultimately the Vision and Guiding Principles will be included within the Secondary Plan 
prepared as a result of the Vision Georgetown project.  
 
A complete summary of all of the information compiled has been summarized into a 
memorandum prepared by Meridian Planning, titled Vision Georgetown Draft Vision and 
Guiding Principles, attached to this report as Schedule I.  
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RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN: 
 
The Strategic Plan sets out a broad vision for the community contained in nine strategic 
directions. The Vision Georgetown project relates extensively to the following Strategic 
Directions:  

Foster a Healthy Community  

Preserve, Protect and Enhance our Environment  

Foster a Prosperous Economy  

Preserve, Protect and Promote Our Distinctive History  

Achieve Sustainable Growth  

Provide Sustainable Infrastructure & Services  

Provide Responsive, Effective Municipal Government  
 
In October 2011, through Report PDS-2011-0078, Council endorsed a Strategic Action 
Plan, containing a „Top Ten‟ list of priorities to focus on for the 2010-2014 Council term. 
The sixth priority on the list was entitled Future Residential Area Planning, and included 
the following components:  

 Prepare a Secondary Plan for the Georgetown Future Residential/Mixed Use 
Area;  

 Proactively promote opportunities for private sector participation in front-ending 
emerging growth related infrastructure requirements, recognizing that there will 
still be municipal costs;  

 Explore the adoption of „Sustainable Development Guidelines' for development 
of new growth areas, intensification and redevelopment, for the various forms of 
development (e.g. subdivisions, site plans, buildings);  

 New growth needs to provide enough revenue to prevent a tax increase due to 
new service requirements;  

 Investigate strategies to protect built heritage resources through the 
comprehensive planning of new development areas.  

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
There are no direct financial impacts associated with this report. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT: 
 
Broad-based community engagement is an integral component of the Terms of 
Reference for the Vision Georgetown project. A summary of the community 
engagement initiatives undertaken to date was provided in a previous section of this 
report. 

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportStrategic1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportFinancial1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportCommunications1.htm
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Sustainable planning is an integral part of the Vision Georgetown project and is 
reflected in a number of the component studies being prepared in Phase III of the 
project. These studies include an Energy Management and Conservation Strategy, a 
Water Conservation Strategy, an Air Quality Assessment in keeping with Regional 
guidelines, and Sustainable Neighbourhood Development Guidelines.  
 
Town staff are also monitoring studies currently being prepared including the Mayor‟s 
Community Energy Plan and the Green Development Standards Study. As these 
documents progress, recommendations and implications from these studies will be 
considered as we move forward with the Vision Georgetown project.  
 
Sustainability implications will continue to be monitored throughout the subsequent 
phases of the planning process for the Vision Georgetown project. 
 

CONSULTATION: 

 
Consultation on the Background Discussion Report and Existing Conditions Reports 
was undertaken with the project Technical Advisory Committee which is comprised of 
Town staff from the Planning, Development and Sustainability, Recreation and Parks, 
Fire Services, Finance and Infrastructure Services departments, as well as staff 
representation from the following agencies:  
 
Halton Region, Legislative and Planning Services  

Credit Valley Conservation  

Halton Region Conservation  

Halton District School Board  

Halton Catholic District School Board  

 

CONCLUSION: 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the status of the Vision 
Georgetown project, including a summary of the Phase II deliverables which include:   

 a summary of community engagement initiatives;  

 an overview of the first two community engagement events;  

 a Background Discussion Paper prepared by Meridian Planning Consultants and 
existing conditions reports prepared by a number of the project sub-consultants;  

 a Subwatershed Study status update including a draft Characterization Report 
and preliminary Natural Heritage System mapping; and,  

 draft Vision and Guiding Principles.  

http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportconsultation1.htm
http://hhills.superclerks.com/edocs/helptext/reportconclusion1.htm
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This report seeks Council‟s endorsement of the draft Vision and Guiding Principles as 
the basis for the preparation of a Secondary Plan for the Southwest Georgetown lands, 
beginning with preparation of a preliminary Land Use Concept as the next step in the 
process.  

 
Upon endorsement of the Vision and Guiding Principles, Town staff and the consultant 
team will continue to proceed with the Vision Georgetown project in accordance with 
the detailed Work Program and the Community Engagement Strategy.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Tara Buonpensiero, MCIP, RPP 
Senior Planner - Policy 
 
 
 
 

 Steve Burke, MCIP, RPP 
Manager of Planning Policy 

John Linhardt, MCIP, RPP 
Director of Planning  
Development and Sustainability 

 David Smith 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Minimum Distance Separation 1 Setbacks 
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 Summary of Heritage Resources 

ID 

No. 

Resource 

Type 

Within or 

Adjacent to 

Study Area 

Description On Town 

Heritage 

Register 

1 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

Within Reed Farmhouse and Complex (10013 Eighth Line) 

Farmhouse and tree lined farm lane. 

Yes 

2 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

Within Farm Complex (10686 Eighth Line) 

Farmhouse and tree lined drive 

No 

3 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

Adjacent Historical Settlement  

Stewarttown 

No - However 
several individual 
buildings are 
included on 
Register 

4 Built Heritage 
Resource 

Adjacent St. John‟s Anglican Church (10996 Trafalgar Road) Yes 

5 Built Heritage 
Resource 

Within Residence (10677 Trafalgar Road) No 

6 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

Within Mount Pleasant Wesleyan Methodist Cemetery (Lot 
13 Con 8 (Trafalgar Road)) 

No 

7 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

Adjacent Farm Complex (10552 Trafalgar Road) 

Farm house, barn and silo 

No 

8 Built Heritage 
Resource 

Within Residence (10445 Trafalgar Road) No 

9 Built Heritage 
Resource 

Within Residence (10229 Trafalgar Road) No 

10 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

Adjacent Farm Complex (10284 Trafalgar Road) 

Farm house, barn, tree lined lane and mature trees 
around the house 

No 

11 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

Adjacent Farm Complex (10054 Trafalgar Road) 

Farm house, barn, tree lined lane and mature trees 
around the house 

No 

12 Cultural 
Heritage 
Landscape 

North east 
corner within 
the study 
area 

Ashgrove (Trafalgar Road and 10 Side Road) 

Northeast corner of Ashgrove (area within study 
area) are modern residences 

No properties with 
Study Area 
included on the 
Heritage Register 

13 Built Heritage 
Resource 

Adjacent John Wilson Farm Residence (13552 10 Side Road) Yes 
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Identification of Cultural Heritage Landscapes and Resources 
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